prekazky prazskd synagoga a s ni Uzce spjata
zidovska komunita prestaly pustoSeni ¢asu,
pronasledovani a valky. Tato knizka bude po-
mahat udrZet v zivé paméti i pro budouci genera-
ce pfibéh o trvani a vytrvalosti. Knihu Marka
Podwala Stavéno andély s podtitulem Pribéh
Staronové synagogy je mozno koupit v muzejnich
obchodech nebo si ji Ize objednat na webovych
strankach muzea.

Titulni stranka nové vydané publikace Stavéno andély.

Title page from the new publication Stavéno andély [Built by

Angels].

VYZNAMNE NAVSTEVY

Duben

Znamy americky rezisér Chuck Workman
v doprovodu uznavané americké filmové historic-
ky Betsy A. McLane.

Margit Fischerovd, manZelka prezidenta
Rakouské republiky Heinze Fischera, v doprovodu
Livie Klausové, manzelky Ceského prezidenta
Vaclava Klause.

Z divadelniho predstaveni v Brné.
From the theatre show in Brno.

my of Performing Arts in Bmo, deals with the life
story of the Nazi war criminal and Auschwitz
doctor, Josef Mengele, and the theme of medical
and human ethics in extreme life situations.
It explores the intoxication of power, the meaning-
fulness or senselessness of human suffering, and
human courage and cowardice. The show met
with tremendous response at the Brno centre.

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Mark Podwal: Built by Angels. The Story of the
Old-New Synagogue

The Jewish Museum in Prague has just
published a Czech translation by Pavia Niklova
of US writer and illustrator Mark Podwal’s book
Built by Angels, which has already enjoyed
success in the United States. Using drawings and
lyrical prose, this book tells the story of the
Altneuschul, or the Old-New Synagogue, which is
the oldest surviving synagogue in Europe. In the
preface, the world-famous Jewish writer, thinker
and Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel has the
following to say: “Dr. Podwal’s skills as storyteller
and artist make this book particularly endearing
for children, and it would be only natural to further
bring this story to life for Czech children by
publishing it in their own language. Against all
odds, the Prague synagogue and its tight-knit
community have withstood the ravages of time,
persecution, and war — and this book would be
instrumental in keeping the memory of its tale
of perseverance alive for generations of Czechs
to come.” The Czech translation of Mark Podwal’s
Built by Angels. The Story of the Old-New
Synagogue is available in the Museum’s shops
and can be ordered via its website.

Margit Fischerova v doprovodu Livie Klausové na Starém Zidovském hibitové.
Margit Fischer accompanied by Livia Klausova at the Old Jewish Cemetery.
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Delegace €lend Kongresu Spojenych statli
americkych.

Kvéten
Ucastnici konference Evropské rady Zidov-
skych obci o socialni pomoci.

Cerven
Izraelsky specialista na ukladani elektronic-
kych dat Moshe Yanai s manzelkou.

Izraelsky ministr pro vefejnou diplomacii
a diasporu Yitzhak Eldan.

Yitzhak Eldan, izraelsky ministr pro vefejnou diplomacii
a diasporu.

Yitzhak Eldan, Israeli Minister of Public Diplomacy and the
Diaspora.

Nové jmenovana vedouci kancelafe prvni
damy Spojenych statl Susan Sher s chotem.

PROMINENT VISITS

April
Famous US director Chuck Workman with
the acclaimed US film historian Betsy A. McLane.

Margit Fischer, wife of the Austrian president
Heinz Fischer, accompanied by Livia Klausova,
wife of the Czech president Vaclav Klaus.

Delegation of members of the Congress
of the United States of America.

Delegace cleni Kongresu Spojenych statii americkych
na Starém Zidovském hibitové.

Delegation of members of the Congress of the United States
of America at the Old Jewish Cemetery.

May
Participants of the European Council of Je-
wish Communities Social Welfare Conference.

June
Israeli electronic data storage specialist
Moshe Yanai with his wife.

Israeli Minister of Public Diplomacy and the
Diaspora, Yitzhak Eldan.

First Lady Michelle Obama’s new Chief
of Staff, Susan Sher, with her husband.
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ZIDOVSKE
MUJZEUM
V PRAZE

ZIDOVSKE MESTO NAVSTIVILA PRVNi DAMA
SPOJENYCH STATU

Do prazského Zidovského Mésta zavitala
5. dubna prvni ddma Spojenych statd americ-
kych Michelle Obama doprovdzena Rahmem
Emanuelem, feditelem kancelafe Bilého domu,
a Davidem Axelrodem, poradcem prezidenta
USA Baracka Obamy.

Prvni ddma si nejprve v doprovodu feditele
muzea Leo Pavlata a kuratorky Michaely
Sidenberg prohlédla Pinkasovu synagogu. Uctila
tak pamatku 80 000 ¢eskych a moravskych Zid,
obéti nacistické persekuce, jejichz jména jsou
napsana na zdech synagogy. Po vykladu o déji-
nach modlitebny manzelku amerického preziden-
ta obzvI&st zaujal pfibéh détskych kreseb z ghetta
Terezin, jichZ je v prvnim patfe synagogy vystave-
no vice nez 200. Kroky prvni damy dale sméfova-
ly na Stary zidovsky hibitov, kde se zastavila
u nahrobkt vyznamnych osobnosti prazskych
Zidovskych déjin. Na tumbu véhlasného rabina
Jehudy Levy ben Becalela, rabiho Lowa, ktery je
nejvyznamnéjsi osobnosti pochovanou na Starém
Zidovském hrbitové, poloZila v duchu staré Zidov-

THE JEWISH TOWN VISITED BY THE FIRST
LADY OF THE UNITED STATES

The First Lady of the United States, Michelle
Obama, visited Prague’s Jewish Town on the 5" of
April. She was accompanied by Rahm Emanuel,
the White House Chief of Staff, and David
Axelrod, advisor to President Barack Obama.

Accompanied by Museum director Leo Pavlat
and curator Michaela Sidenberg, Mrs. Obama
first looked round Pinkas Synagogue, where she
honoured the 80,000 Jewish victims of Nazi
persecution from Bohemia and Moravia, whose
names are written on the synagogue walls. After
a brief exposition on the synagogue’s history,
Mrs. Obama showed particular interest in the
story of the children’s drawings from the Terezin
ghetto, more than 200 of which are on display on
the upper floor of the synagogue. The First Lady
then went to the Old Jewish Cemetery, where she
stopped by the graves of prominent figures from
Prague’s Jewish history. In keeping with an old
Jewish custom, Mrs. Obama placed a kvitl (prayer
note) at the grave of the renowned Rabbi Judah
Loew ben Bezalel (Rabbi Loew), who is the most

- ai

V duchu staré Zidovské tradice polozila prvni ddma kvit/ na hrob rabiho Léwa na Starém Zidovském hibitoveé.
In keeping with an old Jewish custom, the First Lady placed a kvitl at the grave of Rabbi Loew in the Old Jewish Cemetery.
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Michlle Obama se zastupci Zidovské obce. (Zleva): Vrchni zemsky a prazsky rabin Efraim Karol Sidon, pfedseda Federace Zidovskych
obci v CR Jifi Danicek, tajemnik téZe organizace Tomas Kraus, Michelle Obama, pfedseda Zidovské obce v Praze Frantisek Banyai
s manzelkou a feditel Zidovského muzea v Praze Leo Pavlét.
Michlle Obama with Jewish Community representatives. (From left): Chief Rabbi of the Czech Republic and Prague Efraim Karol Sidon,
Chairman of the Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic Jifi Danicek, Executive Director of the latter federation
Tomas Kraus, Michelle Obama, Chairman of the Jewish Community in Prague FrantiSek Banyai with his wife and Director of the Jewish
Museum in Prague Leo Pavlat.

ské tradice kvitl, prouzek papiru s osobni prosbou.
Ze Starého Zzidovského hibitova se Michelle
Obama odebrala do Staronové synagogy, kterd
je nejstarsi evropskou synagogou stéle uzivanou
k bohosluzebnym Uéellim. Zde ji pfivitali zastupci
Ceské a moravské zidovské komunity — zemsky
a prazsky rabin Efraim Karol Sidon, predseda
Federace Zidovskych obci v CR Jifi Danicek,
tajemnik téZe organizace Tomas Kraus a pfedse-
da Zidovské obce v Praze Frantiek Bényai
s manzelkou.

Ze si manzelka amerického prezidenta
vybrala k navstévé mezi ostatnimi prazskymi
pamétihodnostmi nékdejsi Zidovské Mésto, je
pro Zidovské muzeum velkd pocta. Sv&déi to
0 jedinecnosti prazskych zidovskych pamatek
i vyznamné roli, kterou seznameni se s Zidovskou
kulturou mize hrat v oblasti vychovy k toleranci,

Preklad dopisu:
BILY DUM
6. kvétna 2009

Pan Leo Pavlat

Reditel

Prazské Zidovské muzeum
U Staré Skoly 1

Praha, Ceské republika

Vazeny pane Pavlate,

velmi Vam dékuji za Va$i laskavost
b&hem mé navstévy v Praze. Cas, ktery
jsem stravila v Zidovské étvrti, mé nadmiru
dojal. Chei Vam podékovat, ze jste mi
dal pfileZitost, abych se dozvédéla o tomto
pokladu déjin. Chvile u Vas patfi k nejne-
zapomenutelngj$im okamzikiim mé zahra-
niéni cesty.

Byla to krasna navstéva. Upfimné si
vazim VaSeho Casu a VaSeho vielého
pfijeti a t&sim se, Ze se jednoho dne brzy
vratim.

important figure buried in the cemetery. After
visiting the cemetery, the First Lady then went to
the Old-New Synagogue, which is the oldest
European synagogue that is still used for
religious purposes. She was greeted there by
representatives of the Czech and Moravian
Jewish community: Chief Rabbi of the Czech
Republic and Prague Efraim Karol Sidon,
Chairman of the Federation of Jewish Communi-
ties in the Czech Republic Jifi Dani¢ek, Executive
Director of the latter federation Tomas Kraus, and
Chairman of the Jewish Community in Prague
FrantiSek Banyai with his wife.

It is a great honour for us that the First Lady
chose to visit Prague’s former Jewish Town among
other sights of the city. This testifies to the
uniqueness of the Jewish monuments and to the
important role that an awareness of Jewish culture
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S Uctou Podékovani za navstévu, jez zaslala prvni ddma Spojenych stati Zidovské-

Michelle Obama

mu muzeu.
A letter of thanks to the Jewish Museum from the First Lady.
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v duchu demokracie a vzajemného sdileni hodnot
humanity.

GOLEM PETRA NIKLA V GALERII ROBERTA
GUTTMANNA

Dne 7. zafi 2009 uplyne 400 let od smrti
véhlasného ucence rudolfinské Prahy, rabina
Jehudy Levy (Léwa) ben Becalela (kol.
1525-1609). Radu akci, spojenych s timto vyz-
namnym vyro¢im, zahajilo Zidovské muzeum
v Praze 3. Cervna v Galerii Roberta Guttmanna
predstavenim dotykového objektu vytvarnika
Petra Nikla, uréeného ke kresbé svétlem. Projekt
nazvany Golem — hledej znak Ci slovo k jeho
oZiveni zde bude vystaven az do 4. fijna 2009.
Na zafi se navic k této interaktivni instalaci, pod-
pofené Skupinou CEZ, Méstskou &asti Praha 1
a Ceskym rozhlasem, pfipravuji specialni dopro-
vodné programy. Autor koncepce objektu Petr
Nikl nam odpovédél na nékolik otazek.

Pfi probouzeni Tvého golema hraje dilezitou
roli svétlo, dotyk a zvuk. Pro¢?

Libi se mi dotykat se zazitku Tvoreni vSemi
smysly soubézné. Byt co nejvice fyzicky uvniti
Tvofeni. Tvofeni je pro mé vznikani asociaci,
otazek, roznécovani komunikace, nejen verbalni.
Tvofenim se davaji do pohybu véci, myslenky,
vedeme jim dialog sami se sebou a potaZmo
s celym svétem, s jeho neuchopitelnosti. Jaké
myslenky a pocity pfi Tvofeni v sobé probudime,
je stalou otazkou.

Jakmile si uvédomime zé&zrak zapisu a moz-
nost nas vSech vyjadiit se, vypsat se, navazat
komunikaci, aniz bychom se povazovali za
Lumélce“ a to, co tvorime, pokladali za ,uméni*, za¢-
neme obycejny fyzicky ukon vnimat jako udalost
Tvoreni — jako komunikaci iniciujici zazitek.

To je podstatou probouzeni tak, jak mu rozu-
mim ja — probouzeni vlastnich mySlenek, nikoli ¢e-
kani, Ze probudime nékoho, kdo nas zachrani...

podobé golema vedly?

Tyto uvahy mé vedly k vytvofeni objektu
— nastroje, ktery by byl tabuli pro nekonecny
fetéz zapist ¢i kreseb, jejich vznikani a zanikani.

Pomijivost a naléhavost pokust sbira do své
paméti kamera a vysledny film by se ve svém sou-
hrnu pohybt mohl stat metaforou na nekone¢nost
moznosti vyjadfit se. Svételnou partiturou vyslovo-
vani se.

Jak mohou navstévnici galerie golema probu-
dit?

Golema? To nikdo nevi. Ale mohou probudit
svilj zajem o zdpis, o samotné Tvofeni. Kdyz

can play in education, the promotion of tolerance,
democracy and the sharing of human values.

PETR NIKL’S GOLEM AT THE ROBERT
GUTTMANN GALLERY

The 7™ of September 2009 will be the 400"
anniversary of the death of the renowned scholar
of Rudolphine Prague, Rabbi Judah Loew (Léw)
ben Bezalel (ca. 1525-1609). On the 3° of June,
the Jewish Museum in Prague launched the first
of many events connected with this anniversary
by presenting an interactive installation, Golem —
look for the symbol or word to revive him, by the
artist Petr Nikl. This installation - a tactile
sculpture for drawing with light — will be on display
at the Robert Guttmann Gallery until the 4"
of October 2009. It is being held in association
with the CEZ Group, Prague 1 Borough and the
Czech Radio. It will be accompanied in Septem-
ber by a series of special programmes that are
currently under preparation. Petr Nikl responds
to a few questions below.

An important role in awakening your golem is
played by light, touch and sound. Why?

| like to touch the experience of Creation with
all the senses simultaneously, to be as physically
inside Creation as possible. To me, creation is
the triggering of associations and questions, the
stirring up of communication, but not only verbal.
Creation puts things and ideas into motion; we
thereby maintain a dialogue with ourselves and
with the whole world, with its ungraspable nature.
It remains a question what ideas and feelings we
evoke in ourselves during Creation.

As soon as we become aware of the miracle
of inscription and the possibility we all have
of expressing ourselves and writing for self-ex-
pression, of establishing communication without
considering ourselves ‘artists’ and that which we
create ‘art’, we begin to perceive an ordinary
physical act as an event of Creation - as an
experience that initiates a communication.

This is the essence of awakening as | under-
stand it — an awakening of one’s own ideas, rather
than expecting to awaken someone who will save
us...

Could you say something about the consider-
ations that led to the final form of golem?

These considerations led me to make
a sculpture — an instrument that would be a table
for an endless chain of inscriptions or drawings
as they arise and peter out.

A camera collects in its memory the
transience and urgency of the attempts, and the
resulting film could, in its totality of movements,
become a metaphor for the
infinite possibilities of expressing
oneself, a luminous score of
self-expression.

How can visitors to the gallery
awaken the golem?

The golem? No-one knows,
but they can awaken their interest
in inscription, in actual Creation —
when they dissolve their habitual
desire for clear information in the
excitement of discovery; when
they give scope to chance and
to faith in imagination.

Petr Nikl pfi probouzeni golema v Galerii
Roberta Guttmanna.

Petr Nikl at the awakening of the golem
at the Robert Guttmann Gallery.

rozpusti svou navyklou vlli po jasné zpravé
ve vzruchu z objevovani. Kdyz daji prostor naho-
dé. Dvére v predstavivost.

KONCERTY VE SPANELSKE SYNAGOZE
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

Zidovské muzeum v Praze pfipravilo ve spo-
lupraci s velvyslanectvim Spojenych statu
americkych a velvyslanectvim Estonské republiky
26. dubna slavnostni koncert ve Spanéiské syna-
goze pfi pfilezitosti 200. vyro¢i narozeni Felixe
Mendelssohna-Bartholdyho (1809-1847). Pro
fadu vyznamnych hostii a ¢leny Zidovské obce
v Praze zahrél skladatelovo kompletni dilo
pro violoncello a klavir koncertni violoncellista
Josef Feigelson, ktery pochazi z LotySska,
ale Zije jiz deldi dobu ve Spojenych statech,
a estonsky klavirista Peep Lassmann, rektor
Hudebni akademie v Tallinnu.

Nasledujici den, 27. dubna, navic ve Vzdé-
lavacim a kulturnim centru muzea hovofili oba
interpreti 0 svych kulturnich a cestovnich zazitcich
a zkuSenostech ziskanych na
obou bfezich Atlantiku. Vecer
téz zahmoval prezentaci diapo-
zitivl a Zivych ukazek z dél
Mendelssohna, Stravinského,
Gershwina a baltskych sklada-
tel.

The Gunn High School Choir

Dne 17. &ervna se ve Spa-
nélské synagoze konal koncert
zidovskych pisni, které pred-
nesl pod vedenim sbormistra
Williama Liberatore kalifornsky
sbor The Gunn High School
Choir. Koncertem ve Spa-
nélské synagoze vyvrcholilo
evropské turné tohoto renomo-
vaného sboru.

CONCERTS AT THE SPANISH SYNAGOGUE
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

In collaboration with the Embassy of the
United States of America and the Estonian
Embassy in Prague, the Jewish Museum hosted
a gala concert at the Spanish Synagogue
on the 26th of April to mark the 200" anniversary
of the birth of Mendelssohn. The Latvian
born, US-based cellist Josef Feigelson and
the Estonian pianist Peep Lassmann (Rector
of the Estonian Academy of Music in Tallinn)
performed Mendelssohn’s complete works
for cello and piano for a number of important
guests and members of the Prague Jewish
Community.

At the Prague Education and Culture Centre
on the following day, the two performers spoke
about their cultural experiences from both sides
of the Atlantic. In the evening, there was a slide
presentation and live excerpts from the works
of Mendelssohn, Stravinsky, Gershwin and
various Baltic composers.

Josef Feigelson a Peep Lassmann pfi koncerté ve Spanélské synagoze.

Josef Feigel

1 and Peep L

n in concert at the Spanish Synagogue.

J

JOM HA-SOA

Dne 21. dubna pofadal Institut Terezinské
iniciativy a Nadaéni fond obétem holocaus-
tu vzpominkovou akci pfi pfilezitosti Jom ha-$oa,
podle zidovského kalendafe Dne vzpominani na
obéti holocaustu. Na ndmésti Mitu v Praze se tak
jiz poctvrté Cetla jména obéti nacistické rasové
persekuce. Zidovské muzeum v Praze bylo part-

The Gunn High School Choir pii koncerté ve Spanélské synagoze.
The Gunn High School Choir in concert at the Spanish Synagogue.
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The Gunn High School Choir

A concert of Jewish songs performed
by the Gunn High School Choir from California
under the director William Liberatore was held
at the Spanish Synagogue on the 17" of June.
This concert was the culmination of a European
tour of this renowned choir.

nerem této akce, kterd probéhla pod zastitou pri-
matora hlavniho mésta Prahy Pavla Béma.

KNIZNi VELETRH V LONDYNE

Prostfednictvim spolecnosti Svét knihy se Zi-
dovské muzeum v Praze zUCastnilo ve dnech
20.-22. dubna ¢eské narodni expozice na londyn-
ském kniznim veletrhu, uspofadané za pomoci
Ministerstva kultury CR. Zidovské muzeum
v Londyné predstavilo své nejnovéjsi publikace
véetné dvou unikatnich audio CD: archivnich
zéznam( zpévu kantora Ladislava Mo$eho Bluma
ze 70. let minulého stoleti Zapomenuty hlas
praZské Jeruzalémské synagogy a rovnéz archiv-
nich zaznamu vystoupeni mezi dvéma valkami
zndmého hudebnika Dola Daubera Hudebn/
fantasie a Zidovské liturgické pisné.

NOC LITERATURY

Zidovské muzeum v Praze se pfipojilo k tre-
timu roéniku akce Noc literatury, kterou pofadaji
Ceska centra. Letos se tento projekt uskutecnil
jako doprovodnd akce Ceského predsednictvi
v Radé Evropské unie. Béhem Noci literatury tak
13. kvétna od 18 do 23 hodin zavitaly na dvandct
nevSednich mist Prahy znamé osobnosti Ceské
kulturni scény, aby vefejnosti nabidly ukazky
z tvorby soucasnych evropskych autortl. Nevsedni
z&zitek umocnilo spojeni textu, atraktivniho mista
a originalniho prednesu. Znami Cesti umélci tak
napfiklad &etli v podzemnich kolektorech, protiato-
movém hotelovém krytu ¢i v prazské JindfiSské
vézi. V Maiselové synagoze, kterou Zidovské mu-
zeum pro Noc literatury zpfistupnilo, ¢etl herec Jifi
Ornest Uryvek z autobiografického Chuligdnova
ndvratu rumunského Zidovského spisovatele
Normana Maney.

PRAZSKA MUZEJNi NOC

Zidovské muzeum v Praze se jiz tradiéné
zUCastnilo Prazské muzejni noci. Béhem jejiho
Sestého roCniku v sobotu 20. ¢ervna od 19 hodin
do jedné hodiny po pulnoci zpfistupnilo dvacet
devét prazskych muzei, galerii a dalSich kulturnich
instituci zdarma ¢i za symbolickou cenu vice nez
padesat expozic. Zidovské muzeum v Praze
po skonCeni Sabatu otevielo svou stalou expozici
Déjiny Zidi v Cechach a na Moravé. Bylo
tak mozné zdarma zavitat do Maiselovy a Spanél-
ské synagogy, kde byli po celou dobu pfitomni
kvalifikovani privodci. Navic pro déti — a nejen
pro né — Vzdélavaci a kultuni centrum muzea
pfipravilo vytvarnou dilnu. N&vstévnici si tak
mohli vymalovat golema, zIého Hamana, krdsnou
Ester, Ivicka Arjeho nebo vylustit kfizovku s Zidov-
skou tematikou. Do obou synagog mezi 22.30
a 1.00 hodinou ranni zavitalo na
3600 lidi.

NOVINKY ZE VZDELAVACIHO
A KULTURNIHO CENTRA
Seminafe pro pedagogy

V prazském Vzdélavacim a
kulturnim centru probéhly v dubnu
a v kvétnu dva dvoudenni cykly
semindfli pro pedagogy. Béhem
nich pedagogové absolvuji ne-
jen klasické pfednasky, ale maji
moznost se zapojit do interaktiv-
nich dilen, které mohou navstivit
se svymi studenty.

Beseda s Eliahu Ripsem
Dne 24. dubna Vzdélavaci

YOM HA-SHOAH

On the 21st of April, the Terezin Initiative
Institute and the Foundation for Holocaust Victims
held a memorial event to mark Yom Ha-Shoah —
Holocaust Remembrance Day according to the
Jewish calendar. For the fourth year, the names
of victims of Nazi persecution were read out
at namésti Miru (Peace Square) in Prague.
The Jewish Museum was a partner of this event,
which was held under the auspices of the Mayor
of Prague, Pavel Bém.

THE LONDON BOOK FAIR

Via the Svét knihy (Book World) association,
the Jewish Museum took part in the Czech
National Exhibition at the London Book Fair
on 20-22 April, which was organized with the
help of the Czech Ministry of Culture. The Jewish
Museum presented its newest publications, in-
cluding two unique audio CDs: archive recordings
by Cantor Ladislav Moshe Blum from the 1970s,
The Forgotten Voice of the Jeruzalémska Synago-
gue in Prague, and inter-war recordings by the
famous musician Dol Dauber, Musical Fantasies
and Jewish Liturgical Songs.

LITERATURE NIGHT

The Jewish Museum in Prague contributed
to the third annual Literature Night, which is
organized by the Czech Centres. This year it was
an accompanying event of the Czech presidency
of the EU Council. On the 13" of May, from 6 to
11 p.m., famous people from the Czech cultural
scene gave public readings of excerpts from
contemporary European writers at twelve remark-
able venues in Prague. This unique experience
was enhanced by a combination of texts, attrac-
tive sites and original deliveries. Among the
venues were underground collectors, a hotel
nuclear shelter and Jindfisska Tower. The Maisel
Synagogue was the venue provided by the Jewish
Museum for the event. The actor Jifi Ornest read
an excerpt here from the autobiographical novel
The Hooligan’s Return by the Rumanian Jewish
writer Norman Manea.

PRAGUE MUSEUM NIGHT

As usual, the Jewish Museum took part in
the Prague Museum Night, which was held for
the sixth time on Saturday 20 June from 7 p.m.
to 1 a.m. Twenty-nine museums, galleries and
other cultural institutions in Prague provided
access free of charge or for a symbolic fee
to more than 50 exhibitions. After the Sabbath,
the Jewish Museum opened the doors to its
permanent exhibition The History of the Jews in

a kultumi centrum ve SpOIUPraCi 7 prazské muzejni noci v Zidovském muzeu.
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Prague Museum Night at the Jewish Museum.

Eliahu Rips ve Vzdélavacim a kulturnim centru.
Eliahu Rips at the Education and Culture Centre.

rezim( pfipravilo besedu s Eliahu Ripsem. Rips
v roce 1968 protestoval v Rize proti okupaci
Ceskoslovenska stejnym &inem jako Jan Palach,
ale svij protest sebeupdlenim prezil. Pozdéji
se mu podafilo emigrovat ze Sovétského svazu
do lzraele, kde se stal svétoznamym matemati-
kem. V Praze pfiblizil pohnutou historii Zidd
v rodném LotySsku.

Nebe nad nami

Dne 8. ¢ervna probéhl v muzejnim zidovském
centru kulturni pofad Nebe nad ndmi. Povidky
Rut Sidonové precetla here¢ka Tana Fischerova,
kterou pisnémi a hrou na kytaru doprovodila
Jana Richterova. Vecer s podtitulem Svét ocima
zen vdzné i s humorem rezirovala Olga Struskova.

Divadelni pfedstaveni Divadla Continuo v Brné

Brnénska pobocka Vzdélavaciho a kulturniho
centra Zidovského muzea uspofadala 12. kvétna
divadelni pfedstaveni Divadla Continuo, nazvané
Obét. Tento sélovy projekt studenta brnénské
Janackovy akademie muzickych uméni Ivana
Jureky zpracovava na zivotnim pfibéhu osvétim-
ského lékafe, vale¢ného zloCince Josefa
Mengeleho, téma Iékafské i lidské etiky v mezni
Zivotni situaci. Obét vypovidd o opojeni moci,
otazkach smysluplnosti ¢i nesmysinosti lidského
utrpenii o lidské odvaze a zbabélosti. Pfedstaveni
se v brnénském centru setkalo s mimofadnym
ohlasem.

NOVE PUBLIKACE
Mark Podwal: Stavéno andély. Pfibéh Starono-
vé synagogy

V prekladu Pavly Niklové vydalo Zidovské
muzeum v Praze knihu amerického autora
a ilustratora Marka Podwala Stavéno andély,
kterd jiz pfedtim slavila uspéch ve Spojenych
statech. Publikace s pomoci kreseb a lyrického
textu predstavuje pfibéh prazské Altneuschul
neboli Staronové synagogy, jez je nejstarsi
dochovanou synagogou v Evropé. Svétoznamy
zidovsky spisovatel, myslitel a nositel Nobelovy
ceny miru Elie Wiesel v pfedmluvé knihy napsal:
JAutorovy vypravééské a vytvarné schopnosti
zaujmou zvlasté détské ctenafe, a proto je
velmi zasluzné priblizit tento pfibéh také ceskym
détem v jejich rodném jazyce. Pfes vSechny
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Bohemia and Moravia, providing free access to
the Maisel and Spanish synagogues, where quali-
fied guides were on hand the whole time. The
Prague Education and Culture Centre also hosted
an art workshop for — but not only for — children.
Visitors were able to paint the golem, the evil
Haman, the beautiful Esther and the lion’s whelp
Aryeh, and were given a Jewish-themed cross-
word to solve. The two synagogues were visited
by about 3,600 people between 10.30 p.m.
and 1am.

NEWS FROM THE EDUCATION AND CULTURE
CENTRE
Seminars for teachers

In April and May, the Prague Education and
Culture Centre hosted two two-day series
of seminars for teachers. These include lectures
and interactive workshops that teachers can visit
with their students.

A meeting with Eliyahu Rips

On the 24" of April, the Education and Culture
Centre, in association with the Institute for
the Study of Totalitarian Regimes, organized
a meeting with Eliyahu Rips. In 1968, Rips
protested in Riga against the occupation of
Czechoslovakia in the same way as Jan Palach,
but he survived the self-immolation. Rips later
managed to emigrate from the Soviet Union
to Israel, where he became a world famous
mathematician. In Prague, he talked about the
turbulent history of the Jews in his native Latvia.

Heaven above Us

A cultural event, entitted Heaven above
Us - The World through the Eyes of Women,
Seriously and with Humour, was held at the
Prague Education and Culture Centre on the 8" of
June. Stories by Rut Sidonova were read by the
actress Tana Fischerova with songs and guitar
accompaniment by Jana Richterova. The event
was directed by Olga Struskova.

Divadlo Continuo theatre show in Brno

The Museum’s Education and Culture Centre
in Brno hosted a theatre show, Victim, by Divadlo
Continuo on the 12" of May. This solo project
by Ivan Jurecka, a student of the Janaek Acade-



