zidovskeé Tiskova zprava / Press release
muzeum
v praze

Nearly 4,000 People Attended the Open Synagogues Day

Prague, 27 April 2026 — This year, the Jewish Museum in Prague is celebrating the 120th anniversary of its
founding. The largest event of the first half of the year was the Open Synagogues Day, which on Sunday, 19
April 2026, opened all sites of the museum circuit completely free of charge. The event was aimed primarily at
domestic visitors, many of whom are still discovering their way to this unique museum of global significance.
Despite changeable weather, nearly 4,000 visitors came, filling Prague’s Josefov district, including five
synagogues and the Old Jewish Cemetery. In addition to guided tours, the museum prepared a rich
accompanying program featuring music, dance, theatre performances, and workshops for the whole family.

For the first time in its history, the entire museum circuit of the Jewish Museum in Prague was open free of
charge. The public was able to visit the Maisel, Pinkas, Klausen, Spanish and Old-New Synagogues, as well as
the Old Jewish Cemetery, without paying an entrance fee. Interest remained high throughout the day, from the
first morning guided tours to the early evening concert by Marc Kroft's Klezmer Ensemble in the Spanish
Synagogue. Jewish dance workshops and workshops focused on preparing a Shabbat dinner also met with
exceptionally lively interest.

From the early morning hours, eager visitors queued in front of the individual sites. “Even though they often
had to wait dozens of minutes, they were extremely patient and helpful, for which we are very grateful,” says
Martina Kemrova, Head of Communication at the Jewish Museum in Prague, adding: “The greatest interest
was in the Old Jewish Cemetery, the Spanish Synagogue and the new exhibition Burning Love by Karel Cudlin in
the Klausen Synagogue, but the other sites certainly did not suffer from a lack of visitors either.”

On-site questionnaire research showed that four-fifths of visitors came from Prague. The rest were people from
other regions of the Czech Republic and foreign guests. The event thus confirmed the strong interest of the
domestic public in cultural heritage and programs connected with the history of the Jewish Town. For many
visitors, this was their first visit to the Jewish Museum in Prague, and some even admitted that it was their first
visit to a synagogue.

“We are very pleased with the level of public interest the event generated. The curiosity, openness and respect
shown by the Czech audience are highly inspiring. The atmosphere of the entire day demonstrated that these
places still carry strong value today,” says Pavla Niklova, Director of the Jewish Museum in Prague,
concluding: "We believe that for many visitors this was not their last visit to our museum, and that more and
more people will come to realize that Jewish history is an inseparable part of the national history.”

The year-long celebrations will continue with further exhibitions, debates, concerts and film evenings. The
highlight of the anniversary year will be the opening of the exhibition The Jewish Museum: 120 Years in the
historic building of the National Museum in Prague.
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The celebrations marking the 120th anniversary of the founding of the Jewish Museum in Prague are held
under the auspices of the Capital City of Prague and the Mayor of the Capital City of Prague, in cooperation
with the Jewish Community in Prague.

About the Jewish Museum in Prague

Founded in 1906, the Jewish Museum in Prague administers one of the most extensive collections of Judaica in
the world, comprising more than 44,000 collection items, 135,000 books, hundreds of thousands of
photographs, and a rich archive of Jewish religious communities in Bohemia and Moravia. In cooperation with
the Jewish Community in Prague, it cares for eight significant monuments of the Prague Jewish Town and
regularly organises cultural and educational events. More information can be found HERE.
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