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The Jewish Museum in Prague celebrates 120 years: Founded to preserve the monuments of Prague’s former Jewish Quarter 


Prague, September 2, 2026
The Jewish Museum in Prague is celebrating its 120th anniversary. It was founded on August 29, 1906, in response to the large-scale redevelopment of the Jewish Quarter (Josefov), which saw the demolition of historic buildings, synagogues, and other monuments. At the time, several members of Prague’s Jewish community, led by historian Salomon Hugo Lieben, sought to preserve their heritage. Today, the museum oversees a collection of more than 47,000 objects, about 130,000 books, and over 815 linear meters of archival materials. Its memorial sites were visited by nearly 550,000 people last year. It is the third oldest Jewish museum in the world, after the ones in New York and Vienna.   

“120 years ago, people saw that, along with the destruction of Josefov, the memory of centuries of Jewish life in Prague might disappear irrevocably. So, they decided to act. Today we see how pivotal their decision was. Many of the objects preserved by the museum are a centuries-old testament to the history of the Jewish people and communities in the Czech lands”, says Pavla Niklová, Director of the Jewish Museum in Prague.

The fate of the museum was profoundly impacted by the Second World War. During that time, objects and archival materials from Jewish communities throughout the Nazi Protectorate were sent to Prague. The museum thereby preserved the vast legacy of the communities that were destroyed by Nazi persecution. Its collections later expanded to include objects of significant artistic and historical significance that had been confiscated by the Nazis from Jews. Today, the museum is committed not only to the care of its historic buildings and extensive collections, but also to research and education. An important part of our work is documenting the testimonies of first- and second-generation survivors; since 1990, we have recorded close to 1,900 fascinating interviews. Also of importance is our year-long cultural program for both specialist and general audiences
  
The museum is commemorating its anniversary with a year-long program. The highlight will be an exhibition—The Jewish Museum: 120 Years—on its history and collections. Held under the auspices of the President of the Czech Republic, Petr Pavel, it will open on November 13 in the Historical Building of the National Museum. Another important exhibition, this time at the Klausen Synagogue, will be dedicated to the historian Jiří Fiedler in recognition of his significant contribution to documenting endangered Jewish monuments in the Czech lands.

As Pavla Niklová notes, “Marking 120 years is not merely an occasion for us to look back. We want to show why preserving memory still matters today, while making the museum even more accessible to the general public.” 

The year-long celebrations are being held under the auspices of the City of Prague and the Mayor Bohuslav Svoboda.



About the Jewish Museum in Prague
Founded in 1906, the Jewish Museum in Prague oversees one of the world’s most extensive collections of Judaica—comprising over 44,000 collection objects, 135,000 books, hundreds of thousands of photographs, and a rich archive of Jewish religious communities in Bohemia and Moravia. In cooperation with the Jewish Community of Prague, it is responsible for the care of eight major monuments in Prague’s former Jewish Quarter. It also organizes regular cultural and educational events. More information can be found HERE.
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