Founding Agreement
(full wording effective as of 21 December 2004)


The Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, with its registered address in Prague 1, Valdštejnské nám. 4, represented by Minister of Culture Pavel Tigrid
and 
the Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic, with its registered address in Prague 1, Maiselova 18, represented by its Chairman Jiří Daníček 
(hereinafter referred to collectively as “founders”) 
entered on the below date in accordance with Section 20f et seq. of Act no 40/1964 Coll. (“the Civil Code”), as subsequently amended, into this 
Agreement on the Foundation of an Association of Legal Entities with Common Interests

I.


The above-mentioned founders hereby agreed to establish an association of legal entities with common interests pursuant to Section 20f et seq. of the Civil Code (hereinafter referred to as “Association”).

II. Name and registered address of the Association


The name of the Association shall be “Židovské muzeum v Praze” (in English: Jewish Museum in Prague).


The registered address of the Association shall be in Prague 1, U Staré školy 1, 3.

III. Purpose and scope of the Association’s activities 


The activities of the Association as a cultural institution shall primarily include the creation, addition to, expert management, collection, and presentation of, the collections of the Jewish Museum in Prague; the creation, addition to, and management of, the library and archival holdings; research, cultural, publishing, and educational activities; sales of souvenirs, publicity and other materials, publications, audio and audiovisual recordings and other items related to the Association’s purpose and activities; as well as cultural and other activities related to Judaism and the Jews and their history in Bohemia and Moravia. The main activities shall also include necessary repairs and technical improvements of the premises rented in the buildings in which the museum has its registered address and presents its collections to generate cash flows for the payment of part of the rent, and sublease of premises temporarily unused to third parties upon consent of their owner, that is the Jewish Community in Prague.

The Association’s activities also include the care of the Jewish cultural heritage in the Czech Republic via the Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic.

IV. Area of operation

The Association shall carry out its activities in the Czech Republic.

V. Period


The Association is being founded for an unlimited period of time.

VI. Provision of services


In order to accomplish the purpose for which it is being established, the Association shall carry out activities that are deemed services provided for consideration, publicly and in compliance with generally binding legal regulations. Details of the services are stipulated in operating instructions for the respective areas of activities carried out by the Association.

VII. Members of the Association


The above-mentioned founders shall become members of the Association upon its foundation. Otherwise, the membership in the Association is created and terminated pursuant to the provisions of the by-laws of the Association.


Upon foundation of the Association, each founder shall pay a single membership fee of CZK 10,000 (in words: ten thousand Czech Crowns) within 15 days of the execution hereof.


Upon foundation of the Association, the founders shall make the following contributions:


The Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic shall contribute to the Association the library holdings and all the items in the collections of the State Jewish Museum acquired on or before 3 April 1950, as of the date of foundation of the Association.


The Czech State represented by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic shall contribute to the Association the library holdings and all the items in the collections of the State Jewish Museum in Prague acquired after 3 April 1950, and assets other than collection objects used for the Museum’s activities, on the date the State Jewish Museum ceases to exist.


The ratio between the founders’ contributions shall be determined by an audit for the collection objects and by stocktaking for the library holdings and other assets.

The assets contributed to the Association as stipulated above shall become the property of the Association.

VIII. Director

The Director shall constitute the statutory organ of the Association.


The Director shall act on behalf of the Association in all matters. In certain matters as may be stipulated in the Founding Agreement, the by-laws of the Association or a decision of the Board of Trustees, he shall be authorized to act on behalf of the Association subject to prior consent of the Board of Trustees to be given in a manner as described below.

Documents are executed on behalf of the Association by its Director who shall attach his signature to the printed or otherwise designated name of the Association.

The powers of the Director of the Association, the method of appointing and remunerating the Director of the Association, and other details are governed by the by-laws of the Association.

IX. 
Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the supreme body of the Association.

The Board of Trustees shall have five members, two of which shall be appointed by the Federation of Jewish Communities in Prague and one of which shall be appointed by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, each for five years, which is the term of office of the Board of Trustees.

Two Trustees shall be appointed by the Jewish Community in Prague, with its registered address in Prague 1, Maiselova 18, under the same terms and conditions. The Trustees appointed by the Jewish Community in Prague shall have the same position, term of office, rights and obligations as the trustees appointed by the members of the Association.

The Board of Trustees shall adopt their resolutions at meetings by an absolute majority of votes of the Trustees present. The Board of Trustees shall have a quorum if the absolute majority of the Trustees are present.

Every Trustee shall have one vote.

The powers of the Board of Trustees and other details are governed by the by-laws of the Association.

X. 
Supervisory Board

The Supervisory Board shall be the control body of the Association. The powers of the Supervisory Board, the method of appointing or electing its members, and other related details are governed by the by-laws of the Association.

The Supervisory Board shall have three members. The founders and the Jewish Community in Prague shall each appoint one member of the Supervisory Board.


XI. 
Foundation of the Association

The Association founded under this Agreement shall come into legal existence upon its registration by the authorized administrative body.

XII. 
Dissolution and termination of the Association

The Association may be dissolved by:
a) a unanimous resolution of the Board of Trustees;
b) a decision of a court provided that more than a year has elapsed since the expiry of the last term of office of the Director of the Association or the Board of Trustees; and
c) other acts stipulated by law.

The Association shall be terminated on the date of removal of the record of the Association from the register kept by the authorized administrative body. On the date of the resolution of the Board of Trustees to dissolve the Association, the Association shall be wound up in compliance with its by-laws and generally binding legal regulations. The members of the Association shall unanimously decide on the disposal of the liquidation balance, which shall either be transferred to a legal entity continuing the activities carried out by the Association or distributed among the members of the Association in proportion to their contributions subject to the library holdings and collections remaining undivided.

XIII. 
Annual report

The Association shall publish an annual report on its operations every year.

XIV. 
Transitional and final provisions

Any other matters not stipulated herein shall be governed by the by-laws of the Association and applicable generally binding legal regulations.

The Jewish Community in Prague with its registered address in Prague 1, Maiselova 18, shall allow the Association to use, under a lease agreement entered into for a period of at least 20 years, all the premises that were used by the State Jewish Museum before the execution hereof, except for the Old Jewish Cemetery, the use of which shall be governed by a special agreement with the Jewish Museum respectful of religious regulations. The Association shall enter into an agreement with the Jewish Community in Prague on the date of its foundation.
The above-mentioned founders agree that on the date the State Jewish Museum in Prague is dissolved, the Association shall assume all the rights and obligations of the State Jewish Museum in Prague, and the Czech State represented by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic undertakes to assign such rights and obligations to the Association on the date the State Jewish Museum in Prague is dissolved.

The founders shall bear the losses, if any, resulted from the operation of the Museum in proportion to their contributions to the Association. Payment of a loss shall be subject to the approval by the Board of Trustees. This duty shall not apply to acquisition of tangible fixed assets. In such a case, the founders shall take a separate decision.

The founders agree that the first Director of the Association shall be Dr. Leo Pavlát. His appointment shall be subject to the approval by the Board of Trustees at their first meeting.
The first meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be convened by the Director of the Association within one week of his appointment.

XV.

This Agreement has been made in six counterparts, each valid as an original hereof. Every founder shall receive two signed counterparts upon execution hereof. The Jewish Community in Prague shall also receive two counterparts.

XVI.


This Agreement is the only and true expression of the free will of the parties hereto made as a free act and deed. In witness thereof, the founders have attached their signatures below.


In Prague this 22nd day of September, 1994

Signed by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic 

Signed by the Federation of Jewish Communities of the Czech Republic

Full wording of the Founding Agreement effective as of 21 December 2004


Board of Trustees of the Jewish Museum in Prague

Signed by Jiří Daníček
Signed by PhDr. Jan Munk
Signed by Mgr. Magdaléna Šimková
Signed by Tomáš Jelínek
Signed by Irena Pavlásková
