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ZIDOVSKE MUZEUM PO ROCE OPET NEJNA-
VSTEVOVANEJSIM MUZEEM CESKE REPUB-
LIKY

Podle v srpnu zvefejnénych oficialnich sta-
tistik navstévnosti turistickych cili v Cechach
a na Moravé v roce 2008, které kazdorotné
provadi Ceska centrdla cestovniho ruchu -
CzechTourism, je Zidovské muzeum v Praze opét
nejnavétévovangjsim muzeem v celé Ceské
republice. Tradiéné nejvice navstévnik( v roce
2008 zavitalo na Prazsky hrad a potom do praz-
ské zoologické zahrady. Na tfetim misté ze vSech
turistickych cilid v Cechach a na Moravé je se
svymi 612 tisici navstévniky pravé Zidovské
muzeum v Praze, do kterého tak oproti roku 2007
opét zavitalo vice turistll nez do Narodniho mu-
zea.

400. VYROCi UMRTI PRAZSKEHO MAHA-
RALA, RABIHO JEHUDY LEVY (LOWA) BEN
BECALELA

Treti Gtvrtleti letodniho roku se v Zidovském
muzeu neslo v duchu oslav vyznamného vyrogi.
Dne 7. z&fi 2009 (18. dne mésice elul roku 5769
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ONCE AGAIN THE MOST VISITED MUSEUM IN
THE CZECH REPUBLIC

According to official statistics for the year
2008 released by the CzechTourism Agency
in August, the Jewish Museum in Prague is once
again the most visited museum in the entire
Czech Republic. In 2008, as usual, Prague Castle
aftracted the most visitors, followed by Prague
Zoo. The Jewish Museum came third among all
the tourist destinations in Bohemia and Moravia,
attracting 612,000 visitors — once again, unlike
in 2007, more than visited the National Museum.

400™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF THE
MAHARAL

An important anniversary was commemorat-
ed at the Jewish Museum in Prague in the third
quarter of 2009. The 7" of September (18" of
Elul 5769 by the Jewish calendar) was the 400"
anniversary of the death of the renowned rabbi
Judah Loew (Léw) ben Bezalel, known in the
Jewish world as the Maharal (an acronym
composed of the initials of his Hebrew title Morenu
Ha-Rav Leva, “our teacher, Rabbi Leva”). To mark
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Komisarka vystavy Cesta Zivota Eva Kosékova pfi komentované prohlidce na vernisazi.
Commissioner of the Path of Life exhibition Eva Koséakova, giving a tour of the show.
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podle hebrejského kalendafe) uplynulo 400 let
od Umrti véhlasného rabina rudolfinské Prahy,
Jehudy Levy (Léwa) ben Becalela, zvaného
v Zidovském prostfedi Maharal (akronym vytvore-
ny z hebrejského titulu Morenu Ha-Rav Leva, t].
nas uditel rabi Leva). Zidovské muzeum v Praze
a Sprava Prazského hradu pfi této pfileZitosti pfi-
pravily v Cisafské konimé velkou reprezentativni
vystavu Cesta Zivota. Rabi Léw (kol. 1525-1609),
ktera potrvé do 8. listopadu 2009. Zidovské muze-
um a Nakladatelstvi Academia k tomuto vyznam-
nému vyro¢i navic vydaly rozsahly doprovodny
katalog.

Cesta Zivota. Rabi Léw (kol. 1525-1609)
v Cisarské konirné Prazského hradu

Vystava Cesta Zivota, pojmenovana po jed-
nom z dél rabiho Léwa (Derech chajim), byla
v Cisafské konirné Prazského hradu slavnostné
otevfena 4. srpna. Zastitu nad ni pfevzal prezident
Ceské republiky Vaclav Klaus, ministr kultury
Ceské republiky Véclav Riedlbauch a primétor
hlavniho mésta Prahy Pavel Bém.

Vystava Cesta Zivota v Cisaiské konirné Prazského hradu.
The Path of Life exhibition at the Imperial Stables, Prague Castle.

Nabozensky, pedagogicky a filosoficky odkaz
rabiho Lowa z(istavé dodnes Zivy a inspirujici. Jen
stézi |ze najit jinou osobnost, ke které by se hlasi-
lo tak pestré spolecenstvi ctitell, lidi s vyrazné
odliSnou néaboZenskou, filosofickou a kulturni
orientaci. Pojeti rabiho Léwa jako zosobnéni taju-
plnosti ghetta, divotviirce, matematika a tvlirce
umélé bytosti golema neni sice historicky
opravnéné, poskytio vSak prebohatou inspiraci
umélcim. S jejim odrazem se mlzeme setkat jak
v literatufe, tak vytvarném a dramatickém uméni.
Své pravo na existenci ma pravy i vysnény rabi
Léw, avsak rozpor mezi historickym obrazem této
osobnosti a jejim prevazujicim chapanim je pro-
pastny. Tato skutecnost je natolik vyznamng, ze
poslouzila jako z&klad pojeti celé vystavy, ktera
ma dvé hlavni ¢asti. Prvni je vénovana historické-
mu rabimu Léwovi a autentickym tradicim s nim
spojenym, druhd je zasvécena odkazu rabiho
Léwa a pvodu legend spjatych s jeho jménem.

Jadro vystavy Cesta Zivota predstavuje
na 200 jedineénych sbirkovych pfedmétd, knih a
archivalii pfedevsim z Zidovského muzea v Praze,
mezi nimiz je véak i 7 pfedmétll ze sbirek Spravy
Prazského hradu a dalSich 69 vzacnych artefaktl
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this occasion, the Jewish Museum in Prague and
the Prague Castle Administration prepared a
prestigious exhibition, Path of life. Rabbi Loew
(ca. 1525-1609), which is on view until 8 Novem-
ber 2009. The Jewish Museum and the Academia
Publishing House have published an extensive
catalogue to accompany the show.

Path of Life. Rabbi Loew (ca. 1525-1609) at the
Imperial Stables, Prague Castle

The Path of Life exhibition, named for one of
the Rabbi Loew’s works (Derekh Hayyim), opened
at the Imperial Stables of Prague Castle on the 4"
of August. It is held under the auspices of the
Czech President Véclav Klaus, the Czech Minister
of Culture Véclav Riedlbauch and the Mayor of
Prague Pavel Bém.

The religious, pedagogical and philosophical
legacy of Rabbi Loew remains a lively inspiration
to this day. Few people have attracted such
a broad range of admirers, including those with
starkly contrasting religious, philosophical and
cultural views. The idea of Rabbi Loew as the

personification of the mystery of the ghetto,
a miracle worker, mathematician and creator of
an artificial being may not be historically grounded
but it has provided immense inspiration for
literature, drama and art. The historical and the
imaginary Rabbi Loew both have a right to exist,
but there is a cavernous divide between the
historical image of this figure and the way he is
mainly seen today. This fact is of such importance
that it serves as the basic concept for the whole
exhibition, which comprises two parts. The first
part focuses on the historical Rabbi Loew and the
authentic traditions connected with him, while
the second part looks at the Rabbi Loew’s legacy
and the origin of the legends that are linked to his
name.

The exhibition features as many as 200
unique artefacts, books and archival materials
from our collections, including seven items from
the collections of Prague Castle Administration
and a further 69 rare objects on loan from ten
Czech institutions. Thirteen no less unique
exhibits are on loan from seven foreign institu-
tions. Among the most important items on display
are the writings of Rabbi Loew together with



Pohled do expozice Cesta Zivota.
View of the Path of Life exhibition.

zaplijéenych z 10 Ceskych instituci. Trinact ne-
méné unikatnich pfedmétl na vystavu zapdijcilo
exponaty patfi spisy rabiho Léwa doplnéné ufed-
nimi knihami a texty souvisejicimi s jeho osobnos-
ti. Unikatni je dokument ze Stéatniho archivu
ve Vidni z roku 1597 s podpisem tohoto Zidov-
ského ucence, ktery mimo jiné proslul svym
setkanim s cisafem Rudolfem II. na Prazském
hradé. Stolni zvonek Rudolfa Il. ze slitiny sedmi
kovi dle kabalistického navodu, zapdjceny vi-
deriskym Uméleckohistorickym muzeem, je dalSi
vzacnosti, kterou Ize na vystavé zhlédnout.

Ironii je, Ze SirSi vefejnost dnes Jehudu ben
Becalela zna pfedevsim diky golemovské legen-
dé, s niz byl spojen az v 19. stoleti a jiz vystava
rovnéz predstavuje jak v literarnich dilech autord,
jako byli Alois Jirasek, Josef Svatek ¢i Adolf
Wenig, pozdéji Judl Rosenberg, Gustav Meyrink
nebo Chajim Bloch, tak ve vytvarné tvorbé
MikolaSe AlSe, pozdéji Hugo Steinera-Prag Ci
Ladislava Salouna. Hra o rabim Léwovi a jeho go-
lemovi se hrala také v prazském Osvobozeném
divadle (1930). Nejvétsi ohlas vSak mélo filmové
zpracovani golemovskych povésti ve snimcich
Paula Wegenera (1914, 1917, 1920), Juliana
Duviviéra (1936) nebo Martina Frice ve filmu
Cisaftiv pekar a pekaftv cisaf (1951). Na vystavé
se vybrané ukazky z téchto filmd promitaji.

Cesta Zivota rovnéz zahrnuje vyvoj prazské-
ho ghetta a Zidovského hrbitova
v dobé rabiho Léwa. Diky
Muzeu hlavniho mésta Prahy
a spole¢nosti KIT Digital Czech
a. s. je mozno zhlédnout v troj-
rozmérném zobrazeni nejvyzna-
ského Mésta, jak je ve svém
modelu zachytil v 18. stoleti
Antonin Langweil.

K vystavé, kterd se setkala
s velkym zajmem médii i vefej-
nosti, Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Z dilny pro déti, kterou k vystavé pfi-
pravilo Vzdélavaci a kulturni centrum
muzea.

Workshop for children, prepared for
the Path of Life exhibition by our
Education and Culture Centre.
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official registers and records associated with him.
One of the unique items is a document from the
State Archives in Vienna dating from 1597 that
was signed by this Jewish scholar, whose fame
spread following his meeting with Emperor
Rudolf Il at Prague Castle. Another rare exhibit is
a table bell that was made from an alloy of seven
metals on the basis of kabbalistic instructions and
belonged to Rudolf II; this is on loan from the
Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna.

Ironically, the general public now knows
Judah ben Bezalel mainly due to the golem
legend, with which he was not associated until the
nineteenth century. This legend is also featured in
the exhibition — both in the literary works of such
authors as Alois Jirdsek, Josef Svatek, Adolf
Wenig, Yudel Rosenberg, Gustav Meyrink and
Chaim Bloch, and in artworks by Mikola$ Ales,
Hugo Steiner-Prag and Ladislav Saloun. A play
about Rabbi Loew and his golem was also
performed at the Liberated Theatre (1930).
The greatest success, however, was with the film
versions of the golem legends by Paul Wegener
(1914, 1917, 1920), Julian Duviviér (1936) and
Martin Fri¢ (in the 1951 film The Emperor’s Baker
and the Golem). Selected excerpts from these
films are screened at the exhibition

Path of Life also traces the development
of the Prague ghetto and the Jewish cemetery
during the lifetime of Rabbi Loew. Thanks to the




také zorganizovalo fadu doprovodnych akci
— komentované prohlidky &i dilny pro Zaky a stu-
denty zékladnich a stfednich $kol — a pfipravilo
i doprovodné publikace a suvenyry.

Jedineéna publikace o rabim Lowovi Cesta
Zivota

Ve spolupraci s Nakladatelstvim Academia
vydalo Zidovské muzeum rozsahlou reprezenta-
tivni publikaci Cesta Zivota, jez neni pouhym
katalogem k vystavé, byt obsahuje i podstatny
vybér vystavenych exponatli predevaim z Zidov-
ského muzea v Praze, ale i Cetnych dalSich
prestiznich ¢eskych a zahraniénich kulturnich
instituci. Je to dilo umoZiujici objevit rabiho
Léwa — Maharala - v jeho autentickém odkazu,
ktery dosud zlistal pfevazné utajen.

Vrchni prazsky a ¢esky zemsky rabin Efraim
Karol Sidon ve svém uvodnim zamysleni dokla-
da, jak mocny impuls predstavuji myslenky
Maharala pro sou€asnou Zidovskou exegezi.

Cely jeden oddil knihy, celkem osm stati
z pera vyznamnych ¢eskych a zahraninich juda-
istl, historikii a uménovédci (A. Pafik, D. Pola-
kovi¢, I. Purs, A. Putik, B. Richler, B. L. Sherwin,
P. Sladek, V. Vinas a I. Yudlov), je pak zasvécen
zékladnim informacim o Maharalovi, zpracova-
nym na zakladé nejnovéjsiho badani i dfive
nezvefejnénych skute¢nosti. Po Uvodni studii
mapuijici Maharallv rodopis a Zivotopis je mozno
nahlédnout do zplisobu mysleni tohoto uéence
a nasledné se seznamit s jeho odkazem zazna-
menanym jak v rukopisech, tak v tisténych edi-
cich. Navazuijici studie poté zasazuji Maharalv
odkaz do SirSich souvislosti Zidovské Prahy
v rudolfinském obdobi. V té dobé se zde prosla-
vili i dal$i Zidovsti ucenci, za zjmu cisafe Ru-
dolfa II. prozivala rozkvét esoterika a mystika
a proménovala se i prazska Zidovska tvrt.

Malo zndmy jsou nejen Maharaliv Zivot
a dilo, ale i okolnosti vzniku golemovské legendy,
kterd zatladila do pozadi Maharalovu osobnost.
Této legendé je proto vénovana dalsi ¢ast publi-
kace. V Sesti riznych studiich ¢eskych a zahrani-
¢nich odbornikli (P. Demetz, I. Klime$, A. Pafik,
B. L. Sherwin, J. Toman a P. Wittlich) se Ize
doéist, jak vlbec historicky doSlo ke spojeni
golema s véhlasnym uéencem, o mistu golema
v némecké a Ceské literatufe a konecné o odrazu
golema i Maharala samého v uméni.

Publikace Cesta Zivota, jejiz editor je
Alexandr Putik z Zidovského muzea, vy$la ¢esky
a anglicky, ma 520 stran a 402 barevnych vyob-
razeni. Zakoupit ji Ize na webovych strankach
Zidovského muzea www jewishmuseum.cz & na
e-mailové adrese sales @jewishmuseum.cz.

Dalsi publikace a upominkové predméty
Zidovské muzeum v Praze k Maharalovu
vyro€i vydalo navic dalsi doprovodné publikace.
Jedna se napfiklad o pracovni sesit pro zaky a
studenty zakladnich a stfednich Skol, ktery shru-
je Zivot rabiho Lowa a nabizi kfizovky ¢i testy
s zidovskou tematikou. Pracovni sesit Maharal —
Rabi Léw pfipravily Miroslava Ludvikova,
Miroslava Tesafova a Zuzana Tlaskova, ilustra-
cemi ho opatfila Hana Pavlatova. Muzeum déle
vydalo nékolik suvenyrd s vyobrazenim dekorace
z filmu Martina Frice Cisafiv pekar a pekariv
cisaf - tricko, kli¢enku, magnet ¢i pohledy — nebo
naprstek s vyobrazenim detailu z ndhrobku rabiho
Léwa a USB pamét (2 GB) v dfevéném obalu, na
které jsou nahrany informace o vystavé. VSechny
tyto suvenyry stejné jako stfibrnou pamétni minci
v nominalni hodnoté 200 K¢, vydanou pfi této
prileZitosti Ceskou nérodni bankou, & stfibrmy

City of Prague Museum and KIT digital Czech
a. s., it is possible to see a 3D depiction of the
most important buildings of Prague’s Jewish
Town, as rendered in an 18" century model by
Antonin Langweil.

We have prepared a number of events
(guided tours and workshops for schoolchildren),
published a catalogue and made souvenirs to
accompany this show, which has met with great
interest from the media and the general public.

Path of Life - a unique publication about
Rabbi Loew

In collaboration with the Academia Pub-
lishing House, we have published a prestigious
catalogue to accompany the Path of Life show.
This is not just an exhibition catalogue, however,
although it does feature a substantial selection
of the items on view at the show. It also is a work
that provides insights into the authentic legacy
of Rabbi Loew — the Maharal — which for the most
part has remained concealed until now.

In his introductory reflections, the Chief
Rabbi of Prague and the Czech Republic Efraim
Karol Sidon shows how powerful an impulse the
Maharal's ideas are for contemporary Jewish
exegesis.

An entire section of the book, comprising
eight essays by prominent Judaists and historians
(A. Pafik, D. Polakovi¢, I. Purs, A. Putik,
B. Richler, B. L. Sherwin, P. Sladek, V. Vinas and
I. Yudlov) provides basic information on the
Maharal on the basis of the latest research and
of previously unpublished details. After the
introductory study which charts the Maharal’'s
genealogy and biography, there is an exploration
of this scholar's way of thinking, followed by
a look at his legacy as recorded in manuscripts
and in printed editions. The next studies place the
Maharal’s legacy in the broader context of Jewish
Prague in the period of Emperor Rudolf II. Other
Jewish scholars also became famous here during
this time, esotericism and mysticism thrived as a
result of the emperor’s interest, and the Prague
Jewish Town also transformed.

Little is known not only of the Maharal's
life and work, but also of the circumstances
surrounding the emergence of the golem legend,
which pushed the Maharal’'s personality into the
background. This is why the legend is the focus
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Titulni stranka anglické verze publikace Cesta Zivota.
Title page of the English version of the Path of Life catalogue.
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RABI LOW

Titulni stranka pracovniho sesitu Maharal — Rabi Low.
Title page of the Maharal — Rabbi Loew workbook.

medailon detailu n&hrobku rabiho Léwa na
perlovém nahrdelniku, vydany v poctu 100 Cislo-
vanych kust, jsou k zakoupeni rovnéz na vyse
uvedenych webovych strankach muzea.

of the second part of the publication. In six various
studies by experts (P. Demetz, I. Klime$, A. Pafik,
B. L. Sherwin, J. Toman and P. Wittlich), one can
find out how the golem came to be historically
connected with this acclaimed scholar and learn
about the golem’s place in German and Czech
literature and, finally, about the legacy of the
golem and the Maharal in art.

The Path of Life catalogue is edited by
Alexandr Putik, a historian at the Jewish Museum.
It has been printed in Czech and in English and
contains 520 pages and 402 colour illustra-
tions. It can be purchased through our website
www.jewishmuseum.cz or by contacting us at
sales@jewishmuseum.cz.

Other publications and souvenirs

We have also commemorated the Maharal’s
anniversary with other publications and souvenirs.
A workbook for elementary and secondary
schoolchildren, entitled Maharal — Rabbi Loew,
summarizes the life of Rabbi Loew and includes
crosswords and tests on Jewish topics. It is written

Upominkové predméty vydané k 400. vyro¢i imrti rabiho Lowa.
Souvenirs for the 400" anniversary of the death of Rabbi Loew.

DNY EVROPSKEHO DEDICTVI

Zidovské muzeum v Praze se letos poprvé
ztcastnilo Dnd evropského dédictvi, které od 12.
do 20. zafi pofadalo pod zastitou Rady Evropy
a Evropské komise Sdruzeni historickych sidel
Cech, Moravy a Slezska. Zidovské muzeum
v ramci této akce 16. zafi zpfistupnilo zdarma
Zidovsky hibitov na Zizkové ze 17. a 18. stoleti.

NOVINKY ZE VZDELAVACIHO A KULTURNIHO
CENTRA
Zmizela stopa Zidovskych pamatek

PraZské Vzdélavaci a kulturni centrum ote-
vielo 17. z&Fi novou vystavu fotografii Zidovskych
hibitovd, Ctvrti a synagog fotografa Libora Cabaka
Zmizeld stopa Zidovskych pamatek. Na vystave-
nych &ernobilych fotografiich je patry pfedevsim
odraz ¢asu, ve kterém se prolind minulost se sou-
Casnosti. Vernisaz této vystavy, ktera potrva do
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by Miroslava Ludvikova, Miroslava Tesafova and
Zuzana Tla8kova with illustrations by Hana
Pavlatovd. Among the souvenirs are items
depicting a scene from Martin Fri¢’s fim The
Emperor’s Baker and the Golem (T-shirt, key ring,
fridge magnet and postcards), a thimble depicting
a detail from Rabbi Loew’s tombstone and a 2 GB
USB memory stick containing information about
the exhibition. Also marking the Maharal’s
anniversary is a silver coin (nominal value CZK
200, issued by the Czech National Bank) and
a silver medallion depicting a detail from Rabbi
Loew’s tombstone on a pearl necklace (100
numbered items). All of these souvenirs can be
purchased through our website.

EUROPEAN HERITAGE DAYS

We took part for the first time in European
Heritage Days, which were held between the 12"
and 20" of September by the Historic Settlement
Association of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia
under the auspices of the Council of Europe and
the European Commission. As part of this event,
on the 16" of September, we provided free access
to the 17°-18" Jewish cemetery in Zizkov,
Prague.

NEWS FROM THE EDUCATION AND CULTURE
CENTRE
The Vanished Trace of Jewish Sites

On the 17" of September, our Education
and Culture Centre opened a new exhibition,
The Vanished Trace of Jewish Sites, featuring



Z vernisaze vystavy Zmizeld stopa Zidovskych pamatek
ve Vzdélavacim a kulturnim centru.

Exhibition The Vanished Trace of Jewish Sites at the
Education and Culture Centre.

konce fijna, hudebné doprovodilo kvarteto Altera
Pars.

Seminare pro lektory

Letos jiz potfeti prob&hl seminaf pro budouci
lektory Mezinarodniho kiestanského velvyslanec-
tvi Jeruzalém (ICEJ). Nové je v8ak tento seminaf
soucasti dlouhodobého projektu Centra vzdé-
l&vani a dialogu pro prevenci rasismu a xenofobie
na Skolach, ktery podporuje vladni program
Kampané proti rasismu. Zidovské muzeum v Pra-
ze se stalo jednim z partner projektu.

Odhaleni busty rabina Federa v Brné

Vrchni zemsky rabin Efraim Karol Sidon
a predseda Zidovské obce Brno Pavel Fried
odhalili 17. z&fi ve vstupnich prostorach budovy
Zidovské obce Brno bustu Richarda Federa
(1875-1970). Tento rabin a autor ¢itanek a uceb-
nic hebrejstiny pisobil pred 2. svétovou vélkou
v Koliné a po vélce az do konce svého Zivota
v Brné. Béhem slavnostniho vegera zaznély Pisné
biblické v podéni Jana Stévy a probéhla beseda
se Zuzanou Peterovou, autorkou knihy Rabin
Feder, kterou vydalo nakladatelstvi G plus G.
Besedu spolupofadala brnénska pobocka Vzdéla-
vaciho a kulturniho centra Zidovského muzea.

NAVSTEVA DELEGACE ASOCIACE EVROP-
SKYCH TEOLOGICKYCH KNIHOVEN

Muzejni knihovnu navstivila 21. zafi tficeti-
¢lennd mezinarodni delegace zastupcll asociace
Evropskych teologickych knihoven (Bibliotheques
Européennes de Théologie), a to pfi pfilezitosti
poradani 38. roéniku shromazdéni jejich Clen-
skych organizaci v Praze. Po Narodni knihovné
CR a Pamatniku nérodniho pisemnictvi bylo
Zidovské muzeum treti instituci, ktera se predsta-
vila specializovanym knihovnikim ze zahrani¢i.
Hosté zhlédli muzejni studovny a Citarny, depozi-
tafe i sbitky a sezndmili se s provozni praxi a jiz
dokonéenymi ¢i zpracovavanymi projekty. Setkani
nesporné prispélo ke zlepSeni informovanosti
evropskych pamétovych instituci o nejvyznamné-
j5i oborové knihovné zaméfené na déjiny a kultu-
ru eského Zidovstva v Ceské republice.

NOVE OZNACENI NAVSTEVNICKEHO
OKRUHU MUZEA

Zidovské muzeum v Praze se rozhodlo
usnadnit svym ndvstévnikiim orientaci v prazském
Zidovském Mésté. Ve spolupraci se studiem

black-and-white photographs of Jewish ceme-
teries, districts and synagogues by Libor Cabak.
These photographs make for a reflection of time
in which the past merges with the present.
The Altera Pars Quartet performed at the opening
of the show, which runs until the end of October.

Seminars for instructors

The third seminar for future instructors at
the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem
(ICEJ) was held this year. This time, however,
the seminar was part of the long-term project of
the Centre for Education and Dialogue for the
Prevention of Racism and Xenophobia at Schools,
which is supported by the Czech government’s
Campaign Against Racism. We have become
a partner of the project.

Unveiling of a bust of Rabbi Feder in Brno

The Chief Rabbi of the Czech Republic
Efraim Karol Sidon and the Chairman of the Bmo
Jewish Community Pavel Fried unveiled a bust
of Richard Feder (1875-1970) in the lobby
of the Brno Jewish Community building on the
17" of September. A rabbi and author of Hebrew
textbooks, Feder was active in Kolin before the
Second World War and in Bmo from the end
of the war until his death. At a gala evening,
Biblical Songs were performed by Jan Stava and
a Q&A session was held with Zuzana Peterova,
the author of a book about Rabbi Feder (published
by G plus G). The Q&A was jointly organized
by the Brno Office of our Education and Culture
Centre.

Vrchni zemsky rabin Efraim Karol Sidon pfi odhalovani busty
rabina Federa.

The Chief Rabbi of the Czech Republic Efraim Karol Sidon at the
unveiling of the bust of Rabbi Feder.
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VISIT BY A DELEGATION
OF THE ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN
THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES

On the 21%of September, our library was
visited by a 30-member delegation of the
Association of the European Theological Libraries
(Bibliotheques Européennes de Théologie -
BETH) for the 38" General Assembly in Prague.
After the Czech National Library and the Museum
of Czech Literature, the Jewish Museum in
Prague is the third institution to have been visited
by specialist librarians from BETH. The guests
looked round our study and reading rooms,



Navstéva zastupch asociace Evropskych teologickych knihoven v Zidovském muzeu.
Visit by a delegation of the Association of European Theological Libraries.

Divus pfipravilo graficky navrh poutacli, na kte-
rych jsou piktogramy jednotlivych objektil ndvstév-
nického okruhu muzea. Vzdy je zvyraznén pikto-
gram toho objektu, na némz je poutag pfipevnén.

Novy poutaé u Spanélské synagogy.
New poster at the Spanish Synagogue.

ROZSIRENY ON-LINE KATALOG MUZEJNI
KNIHOVNY

Na konci lofiského roku oddéleni knihovny
Zidovského muzea zprovoznilo novou verzi
knihovniho systému Aleph 18. Zarovef byly
vdechny stavajici bibliografické zdznamy konver-
tovany do nového formatu MARC 21, ktery je
v sou¢asném knihovnickém svété nejrozsirengjsi.
Pro Ctenafe nova verze znamend rozsifenou
nabidku funkci.

V prvni poloviné letosniho roku bylo téz do
on-line katalogu knihovny importovano cca 8000
z&znamd, vytvofenych diky grantu Ministerstva
kultury CR (VISK 7 - Kramerius). Jedné se o krét-
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depositories and collections and were informed
about our operations and projects. The meeting
undoubtedly contributed to improving knowledge
of the most important sectoral library in the Czech
Republic that specializes in the history and culture
of Czech Jewry.

NEW POSTERS FOR OUR TOUR SITES

In an attempt to improve visitor orientation
within our sites, we have collaborated with Studio
Divus to prepare a new graphic design for posters
with pictograms of our individual tour sites.

EXPANDED ON-LINE LIBRARY CATALOGUE

At the end of last year, our library department
put into operation Version 18 of the Aleph
Integrated Library System. At the same time, all
the current bibliographic records were converted
to the MARC 21 format, which is the most
extensive of its kind. The new version provides a
larger range of functions for library users.

In addition, about 8,000 records that were put
together with the help of a Czech Ministry of
Culture grant (VISK 7 — Kramerius) were imported
to our on-line library catalogue in the first half
of the year. These are brief records produced from
scanning and subsequent retroconversion of the
part of the Prague Jewish Community’s pre-war
card catalogue that contains Roman characters.
The range of publications that can be searched
and reserved online has thus been considerably
expanded. Our library currently has more than
45,000 records.

NEW ACQUISITIONS
The unKnown project

Up and running on our website for almost
a year now, the unKnown project aims to identify
unknown persons in photographs that are kept
in our photo archive. The focus is on a collection
of about 900 portrait photos of staff at the Prague
Jewish Community (the Jewish Council of Elders)
and their family members, which were probably
taken between 1942 and 1944. So far we have
managed to identify about a hundred people
on the basis of archive materials and with the help
of eyewitnesses. Having recognized her father
Arnost Weigl in several of the photos posted on
the website, Eva Sochorova has given us several
unique items belonging to her parents. Arnost



ké zaznamy vzniklé skenovanim a na-
slednou retrokonverzi latinkou psané
Casti pfedvaleéného listkového katalogu
Zidovské naboZenské obce v Praze. Tim
se znagné rozsifila nabidka publikaci,
které lze vyhledat a objednat on-line.
V soudasné dobé je v elektronickém
katalogu knihovny Zidovského muzea
pres 45 000 zaznamd.

NOVE PRIRUSTKY
Projekt neZnami

Jiz téméf rok probihd na webovych
strankach Zidovského muzea projekt
neZnadmi, jehoz cilem je identifikovat
doposud neznamé osoby na fotografiich
ulozenych ve fotoarchivu muzea. Jednd
se 0 soubor zhruba 900 portrétnich
fotografii zaméstnanci Zidovské obce
v Praze (Zidovské rady starsich) nebo
jejich rodinnych pfisludnikd, ktery vytvofi-
li s nejvétsi pravdépodobnosti pracovnici
tzv. fotodilny mezi lety 1942-1944.
Doposud se na zékladé archivnich mate-
ridld ¢ s pomoci pamétnikil podafilo
identifikovat téméf sto osob. V ramci
tohoto projekiu kontaktovala muzeum
také ing. arch. Eva Sochorova, ktera
na nékolika zvefejnénych fotografiich
poznala svého otce JUDr. Arnosta Weigla a mu-
zeu darovala nékolik unikatnich pfedmétu
z pozlstalosti svych rodi¢d. JUDr. Amost Weigl
pracoval za valky pro Zidovskou radu starsich
nejdfive jako pomocny délnik a pozdéji jako
vedouci persondlniho oddéleni. Pfedevsim
k tomuto obdobi se vaze nékolik novych pfirlist-
ki jako tablo a fotoalbum k 38. narozenindm
JUDr. Weigla, ,klapky na usi®, které nosil pfi nuce-
nych pracich, kdyZ odklizel snih na bfehu Vltavy,
korespondenéni listek od znamych zafazenych
do transportu Eu ¢&i pozstalost pfitele Hanuse
Graba. Ostatni darované predméty se vazi
k historii rodiny Weiglli (svatebni kostym manzel-
ky pana Weigla, talit ¢éi pamétni plaketa k 25. vyro-
&i zalozeni firmy jeho rodiny). Zidovské muzeum
si velice vazi daru, kterym pani Sochorova oboha-
tila jeho sbirky, a touto formou ji jesté jednou veli-
ce dékuje.

Archiv Zidovského muzea
V srpnu navstivil archiv Zidovského muzea
v Praze pan Rudolf Pollak se svym synem
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JUDr. Arnost Weigl dne 14. 6. 1944 v den svych 38. narozenin. Album a tablo na
fotografii bylo souéasti daru muzeu.

Arnost Weigl on his 38" birthday on the 14" of June 1944. The photo album and
staff photo pictured were among the items donated to the Jewish Museum.

Weigl worked for the Jewish Council of Elders
during the war, first as an assistant and later as
the head of the personnel department. Among the
items from this period that we have received are a
photo of the Jewish community staff, Mr. Weigl's
38" birthday photo album, ‘ear flaps’ that he wore
when clearing snow on the river bank as forced
labour, a postcard from friends deported on
Transport Eu and items belonging to his late friend
Hanu$ Grab. Other donated items relate to the
history of the Weigl family, such as the wedding
dress of Mr. Weigl's wife, a tallit and a memorial
plagque for the 25" anniversary of the family
business. We highly appreciate these items,
which have enriched our collection. Once again,
we would like to express our thanks to Mrs.
Sochorova.

Jewish Museum Archive

Our archive was visited by Rudolf Pollak and
his son Raffael in August. Now living in Germany,
Rudolf Pollak is the son of Klara Fischer-Pollak,
a doctor from Karlovy Vary whose personal



Raffaelem. Rudolf Pollak, ktery dnes Zije v Né-
mecku, je synem MUDr. Klary Fischer-Pollak,
|ékarky pochazejici z Karlovych Vard, jejiz osobni
pozUstalost je ulozena pravé v Zidovském muzeu.
Archivni materidly zachycuji pozoruhodny osud
celé rodiny a ilustruji nejenom utrpeni Zidi
a smidenych rodin po zaboru Sudet, ale prede-
v&im reflektuji obtizné postaveni némeckych Zidi
v Ceskoslovensku po roce 1945. Pan Pollak
archivu muzea daroval dalsi dokumenty, které
se vztahuji k pohnuté rodinné historii. Jedna se
zejména o korespondenci jeho matky. Poskytl
rovnéz fotografickd alba, jeZ byla naskenovana
a fotografie pfifazeny k pozUstalosti. Odbornou
historickou studii o osudu Klary Fischer-Pollak
a jejiho syna bude Zidovské muzeum publikovat
na konci roku 2009 v pfipravovaném sborniku
ze seminafe konaného 24.-25. zafi 2008 v Nyr-
sku. Za vSechny darované materialy bychom panu
Pollakovi chtéli vyjadFit podékovani i touto cestou.

VYZNAMNE NAVSTEVY
Zafi

papers are kept at the Jewish Museum in Prague.
These archive records document the Pollak
family’s remarkable life and not only illustrate
the suffering of Jews and mixed-race families after
the annexation of the Sudetenland, but also reflect
the difficult position of German Jews in Czecho-
slovakia after 1945. Mr. Pollak has also given our
archive other documents relating to his family’s
eventful history, notably his mother's correspon-
dence. He has also provided photo albums which
we have scanned and added to the personal
papers. We will be publishing a historical study
on the life of Klara Fischer-Pollak and her son at
the end of 2009 in the proceedings of a seminar
held in Nyrsko (a town in the Pilsen Region)
on the 24" and 25" of September 2008. We would
like to thank Mr. Pollak for all the material he has
provided.

PROMINENT VISITS
September

Ugastnici mezinarodni konference Zidovské obce v Praze, pofadané pri prilezitosti 400 let od umrti
rabiho Léwa, u rabinova nahrobku na Starém Zidovském hibitové.

Participants of an international conference held by the Prague Jewish Community for the 400"
anniversary of the death of Rabbi Loew, pictured at the latter’s grave in the Old Jewish Cemetery.

Arye Mekel (vpravo), zastupce vrchniho feditele Ministerstva zahrani€nich véci Stétu lzrael a vedouci

sekce pro kulturu a védu, a Shahar Shelef, zastupce izraelského velvysl

v Ceské rey

(From the right) Arye Mekel (Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State
of Israel, Head of the Division for Cultural & Scientific Affairs) and Shahar Shelef (Deputy Head of the

Israeli Mission).
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Medialni partnefi vystavy Cesta Zivota
Media partners of the Path of Life exhibition
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