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CHANUKOVY SVICEN ZE SBIREK ZIDOVSKE-
HO MUZEA V PRAZE OZARIL BILY DUM

Na prosbu prvni ddmy Spojenych stati
Michelle Obama, ktera v dubnu béhem oficialniho
pobytu prezidenta USA Baracka Obamy v Praze
navétivila prazské Zidovské Mésto, zapliéilo Zi-
dovské muzeum v Praze vzacny chanukovy
svicen pro oslavu Zidovského Svatku svétel
v Bilém domé. O Sestém dnu svatku 16. prosince
veCer usporadal prezidentsky par v reprezenta-
¢nich prostorach Bilého domu slavnostni recepci
pro téméf 500 predstavitell americké Zidovské
komunity, pfi niz se na svicnu z muzejnich sbirek
rozzafily po bezmala sedmdesati letech znovu
svice. Zapalily je déti velitele amerického namor-
nictva v Iraku Scotta Morana, Ethan a Esther.

Prezident Barack Obama ve svém poselstvi
pfi této pfilezitosti pfipomnél nejen pfibéh
Makabejcl, ale i dalsi zapasy Zidovského ndroda
0 svobodu. To, Ze Zidé chanukové svice zapaluji
jiz pfes 2000 let ,v dobach miru i v dobach prona-
sledovani - v koncentraénich taborech a ghettech,
na vélecnych Uzemich Ci ve vyhnanstvi“, oznacil
za ftriumf mala nad mnohym; prava nad moci;

HANUKKAH LAMP FROM THE JEWISH
MUSEUM’S COLLECTIONS LIT
AT THE WHITE HOUSE

On the basis of a request from First Lady
Michelle Obama, who toured Prague’s Jewish
Town in April during an official visit to Prague by
President Barack Obama, the Jewish Museum
loaned a rare Hanukkah lamp from its collections
for a celebration of the Jewish Festival of Lights in
the White House. On the evening of 16 December
— the sixth day of Hanukkah — the US President
and First Lady hosted a special reception at the
White House for around 500 representatives
of the American Jewish community, at which six
candles on the lamp were kindled, nearly seventy
years after they were last used. The candles were
lit by Ethan and Esther Moran, the children of Scott
Moran, Commander of the US navy in Iraq.

In his speech at this event, President Barack
Obama recalled not only the story of the
Maccabees, but also the further struggles of the
Jewish people for freedom. He pointed out that
Jews have lit the Hanukkah candles for more than
2,000 years “in times of peace, and in times of

Prezident Barack Obama a prvni dama Michelle Obama béhem zapalovani chanukovych svici na recepci v Bilém domé 16. prosince
2009. (Oficialni fotografie Bilého domu, foto Samantha Appleton.)
President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama watch as a child lights the Hanukkah candles at a reception in the White
House, 16 December, 2009. (Official White House Photo by Samantha Appleton.)
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svétla svobody nad temnotou bezna-
déje“. Chanukové svice nas podle
prezidenta Spojenych statli povzbu-
zuji k tomu, ,abychom méli nadéji az
za nadeéji; abychom véfili, ze zazraky
jsou mozné i v téch nejtemnéjsich
chvilich®; a abychom se ,s VvétSim
zépalem vénovali zlepSovani Zivotl
téch, kdo jsou okolo nés, abychom
Sifili svétlo svobody a tolerance vu-
de tam, kde vladne dtlak a pfedsu-
dek".

Chanukovy svicen (1873, vyrob-
ce Cyrill Schillberger, plvodné prav-
dépodobné vénovany kongregaci
v Prostéjové) pfipomina tragické
obdobi So0a, kdy se do tehdejsiho
prazského Zidovského Ustfedniho
musea dostal spolu s dal$imi ritudl-
nimi pfedméty ze zruSenych Zidov-
skych obci a spolkii na tzemi okupovanych Cech
a Moravy. Tyto konfiskaty nyni tvofi podstatnou
Sést sbirek Zidovského muzea v Praze.

VYSTAVY
Helga Hoskova-Weissovd. Obrazy a kresby
v Galerii Roberta Guttmanna

Helga Hoskova-Weissova (nar. 1929) jako
jedno z méla terezinskych déti prezila vélku.
V terezinském ghettu piitom vytvofila unikatni
soubor kreseb, které jsou dnes znamy po celém
svété. Retrospektiva dosavadni tvorby umélkyné,
kterou Zidovské muzeum v Praze vystavilo od
15. fijna do 29. listopadu v Galerii Roberta
Guttmanna k autoréinym osmdesatinam, zahrnula
jak jeji prace z Terezina, tak ukazky obrazovych
cykli z $edesétych let s motivy z koncentratnich
taborl a lzraele ¢i z jejiho pozdéjsiho dila. Také
v ném Helga HoSkova-Weissova podava svédec-
tvi o krutych zkuSenostech svého détstvi, které
ovlivnily cely jeji zivot a uméleckou tvorbu.
Vystava proto nebyla pouhou retrospektivou, ale
i poselstvim pro budoucnost. K vystavé také vysel
doprovodny katalog

Helga Hoskova-Weissova pi vernisazi vystavy.
Helga Hoskova-Weissova at the exhibition opening.

Necht mu Biih dé vyriist. Obrady k narozeni
ditéte v Zidovské kultufe v Galerii Roberta
Guttmanna

Od 10. prosince Zidovské muzeum predsta-
vuje v muzejni galerii vystavu, jez se vénuje obra-
dim spojenym s narozenim ditéte v kultufe
geskych a moravskych Zid(. Vystava seznamuje
s charakteristickymi pfedméty, jako jsou ochranné
amulety, obfizkové nastroje, knihy obfizek Ci
obfizkové opony. Na vystavé jsou pfedstaveny
i vyjime¢né synagogalni textilie zhotovené z latky,
do niz byl chlapec zabalen pfi obfizce. Vystava
bude k vidéni do 28. tinora 2010.

K vystavé byla rovnéZ vydana rozsahla publi-
kace, vysledek vyzkumu pracovnikii Zidovského
muzea v Praze. Ti v letech 2004-2009 zmapovali
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Chanukovy svicen, Mistr CS (Cyrillus Schillberger ?), Viden, Rakousko-Uhersko,
1873, inv. €. 2.701.
Hanukkah lamp, Master CS (Cyrillus Schillberger ?), Vienna, Austro-Hungarian
Empire, 1873, Inv. No. 2.701.

persecution — in concentration camps and
ghettos; war zones and unfamiliar lands”, as a “a
triumph of the few over the many; of right over
might; of the light of freedom over the darkness of
despair”. The President went on to say that the
light of the Hanukkah candles “inspires us to hope
beyond hope; to believe that miracles are possible
even in the darkest of hours,” and that this
message of Hanukkah “invites all of us to
rededicate ourselves to improving the lives of
those around us, spreading the light of freedom
and tolerance wherever oppression and prejudice
exist.”

The Hanukkah lamp that was lit at the White
House was made by Cyril Schillberger in 1873 and
was presumably donated to a congregation
in the Moravian town of Prostéjov. It is a reminder
of the tragic period of the Shoah, when it was sent
to the wartime Central Jewish Museum in Prague
along with other ceremonial objects from the
abolished Jewish communities and associations
in Nazi-occupied Bohemia and Moravia. These
confiscated items now form a substantial portion
of the Jewish Museum in Prague’s collections.

EXHIBITIONS
Helga Hoskova-Weissova. Paintings and
Drawings at the Robert Guttmann Gallery
Helga Hoskova-Weissova (b. 1929) is one
of the few child inmates of the Terezin ghetto to
survive the war. She is known throughout
the world for her unique set of drawings from the
ghetto. The Jewish Museum held a retrospective
of her work at the Robert Guttmann Gallery for
the artist's 80th birthday. On view between
15 October and 29 November, this show included
her Terezin drawings and examples of her 1960s

HELGA HOSKOVA-WEISSOVA

Doprovodny katalog k vystavé Helga Hoskova-Weissova.
Obrazy a kresby.

Exhibition catalogue Helga Hoskova-Weissovd. Paintings
and Drawings.



a sepsali vSechny dostupné obfizkové textilni
donace pochézejici z Gizemi Cech a Moravy (at uz
se nachdzely v domdcich ¢i zahrani¢nich sbir-
kéch). Kniha obsahuje étyfi odborné studie. Jedna
se tykd obfadl souvisejicich s narozenim ditéte
v kultufe a zvycich ¢eskych a moravskych Zidd
a tfi dalSi se detailné zabyvaji rozborem mimo-
fadného a dosud téméf neznamého pramene spo-
leCenskych a historickych véd: povijanu na Téru
zhotoveného z pleny, do niz byl chlapec zabalen
pfi obfizce. Katalogova Cast publikace &ita téméf
1330 katalogovych poloZek véetné prekladd
hebrejskych donaénich napist do cestiny. Vedle
mimoradné bohaté barevné obrazové pfilohy
(195 celobarevnych ilustraci) provedené na
vevazanych rozklapécich listech obsahuje publi-
kace také rejstfiky jmen a pfijmeni dondtord
a rejstiik lokalit vyskytujicich se v textech donaci,
to vSe doplnéno o viechny zji§téné varianty heb-
rejského zapisu. Publikace je vhodna nejen pro
historiky, genealogy, archivafe ¢i kulturni historiky
a etnografy, ale také pro Sirokou vefejnost.
V8echny zdjemce o Zzidovskou problematiku
seznamuje s unikatni vySivanou ,matrikou” zidov-
skych chlapcli, kterd obsahuje zéznamy z let
1668-1930.

Z vernisaze vystavy Necht mu Bih d& vyrist.
From the opening of the May God Let Him Grow exhibition.

Cesta Zivota. Rabi Léw (kol. 1525-1609)
v Cisaské konirné Prazského hradu

Dne 8. listopadu skoncila v Cisafské konimné
Prazského hradu velka reprezentativni vystava
Cesta Zivota. Rabi L6w (1525-1609), jiz Zidovské
muzeum v Praze ve spolupraci se Spravou
Prazského hradu pfipravily k 400. vyro¢i amrti
véhlasného rabina rudolfinské Prahy — rabiho
Léwa, zndmého v zidovském svété pod hebrej-
skym akronymem Maharal. Podrobné informace
o vystavé jsme Gtenafim pfinesli v minulém
Zpravodaji.

Vystavu provéazel velky zajem vefejnosti —
celkem na ni zavitalo 24 565 navatévniki. Rada
z nich téZ projevila zajem o komentované prohlid-
ky ¢i diny pro Skoly. Cesta Zivota se rovnéz
setkala s velkym z&jmem médii, které o ni zpraco-
valy fadu ¢lankd a reportazi.

paintings with motifs from the concentration
camps and from lIsrael, as well as her later
pictures. These works document the horrific
experiences of her childhood, which influenced
her whole life and artistic output. This was not just
a retrospective, then, but a message for the future.
A catalogue has been published for the exhibition.

May God Let Him Grow. Ceremonies for a
Child’s Birth in Jewish Culture at the Robert
Guttmann Gallery

On view since 10 December at the Jewish
Museum’s gallery is an exhibition on the rituals
associated with childbirth in the culture of
Bohemian and Moravian Jews. This show
features the characteristic objects that relate
to these rituals, such as amulets, instruments,
registers and curtains. Also on display are unique
synagogue textiles made of the cloth swaddling
that a newborn boy was wrapped in during the
circumcision rite. It runs until 28 February 2010.

The exhibition is accompanied by an exten-
sive catalogue. This is the result of research
that was undertaken between 2004-2009 by staff
at the Jewish Museum on the available donated
circumcision textiles from Bohemia and Moravia
(in public and private collec-
tions both in the Czech
Republic and abroad). It con-
tains four specialist studies —
one on the ceremonies that are
connected to the birth of a child
in the culture and customs
of Bohemian and Moravian
Jews, and three providing
a detailed analysis of the
Torah binder (made from the
swaddling cloth used at a boy’s
circumcision) as a unique and
previously unknown source for
social and art history. The
catalogue features almost
1,330 items, including transla-
tions of Hebrew dedicatory
inscriptions. It is illustrated with 195 wonderfully
rich full-colour illustrations on foldable pages.
There are also indexes of the forenames and
surnames of donors and an index of the localities
mentioned in the dedicatory inscriptions, supple-
mented with all the ascertained variants of the
Hebrew inscriptions. This publication is suitable
not only for historians, genealogists, archivists,
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Publikace Necht mu Bh da vyrdst.
May God Let Him Grow catalogue.



Prestoze vystava jiz skonila, na webovych
strankach muzea Ize stale zakoupit fadu suvenyrd
vztahujicich se k vyroci rabiho Léwa ¢i rozsghlou
reprezentativni publikaci Cesta Zivota, vydanou ve
spolupraci s Nakladatelstvim Academia.

PRIBEHY BEZPRAVI

Zidovské muzeum v Praze spolupracovalo po
cely listopad na projektu mésice filmu ve Skolach
Jeden svét, ktery pod nazvem Pribéhy bezpravi

Reditel Zidovského muzea v Praze Leo Pavlét pfi slavnostnim zahéjeni projektu Pfibéhy
bezprévi v prazském kiné Svétozor. (Foto Clovék v tisni - Lubo$ Kotek.)

Jewish Museum Director Leo Pavlat at the ceremonial opening of the Stories of Injustice
project in Svétozor Cinema, Prague. (Photo by People in Need - Lubo$ Kotek.)

pripravila spoleénost Clovék v tisni. Letosni, cel-
kové jiz paty rocnik byl zaméfen na problematiku
So0a. Dokumenty pfednich ¢eskych tvirch nsle-
dované besedou s prezivsimi ¢i historiky vetné
pracovniki muzea byly pfedstaveny ve vice nez
800 $kolach po celé Ceské republice.

SPOLECNOST PRATEL ZIDOVSKEHO MUZEA
V PRAZE

V Fijnu Zidovské muzeum v Praze zaloZilo
Spolecnost pratel, ktera si klade za cil napomoci
uchovani a co nejSirSimu zpfistupnéni vzécnych
pamétek prazského Zidovského Mésta. Clenstvi
ve Spolegnosti pratel ma pfiblizit svym ¢lentim bo-
hatstvi zidovskeé historie, kouzlo zidovskych tradic
i neopakovatelnost Zidovského uméni. Nabidne je-
dine¢na kulturni a spolecenska setkani, sezname-
ni se zajimavymi lidmi, navazani novych kontaktt
a pratelstvi.

Clenové obdrzi neomezeny volny vstup do
stalych expozic jednoho z nejvétsich zidovskych
muzei na svété a na doCasné vystavy v Galerii
Roberta Guttmanna. Budou moci volné navstévo-
vat veCerni pofady ve Vzdélavacim a kulturnim
centru muzea, ziskat zdarma vstupenky na kon-
certy ve Spanéiské synagoze a dalsi vyhody.
Vy8Si Clenské kategorie jim poskytnou pfilezitost
navstivit vefejnosti nepfistupné depozitafe muzea
stejné jako setkani s vyznamnymi umélci a osob-
nostmi, které muzeum podporuji.

Prihlasit se do SpoleCnosti pfatel je mozno na
internetovych strankach muzea http://www.jewish-
museum.cz/cz/czspolecnost.htm.

NOVINKY ZE VZDELAVACIHO A KULTURNIHO
CENTRA
Nové dilna Ghetto beze zdi

Koncem listopadu probéhl v Pamatniku
Terezin mezinarodni seminaf pro pedagogy.
Lektorky Vzdélavaciho a kulturniho centra Zuzana
Tlaskova a Miroslava Ludvikova zde predstavily
novou dilnu s tematikou Soa Ghetto beze zdi.
Tzv. ghetta beze zdi navazovala za nacistického
Némecka na stfedovéke pojeti ghett. Nebyla vSak
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cultural historians and ethnographers, but also for
the general public. A unique register of circum-
cisions from 1668 to 1930, it will be a rich resource
for anyone interested in Jewish culture.

Path of Life. Rabbi Loew (ca. 1525-1609) at the
Imperial Stables, Prague Castle

The major exhibition Path of Life. Rabbi Loew
(ca. 1525-1609) at the Imperial Stables, Prague
Castle ended on 8 November. This was prepared
by the Jewish Museum in associ-
ation with the Prague Castle
Administration for the 400th
anniversary of the death of the
renowned Rabbi Loew, known in
the Jewish world as the Maharal.
More information on this was
provided in our last newsletter.

The show met with great in-
terest from the public — attrac-
ting 24,565 visitors, many of
whom also took part in the exhibi-
tion’s guided tours and school
workshops. There was also
media interest with a number of
related articles and reports.

Although the exhibition is
now over, it is still possible to buy
a number of souvenirs relating to
the Rabbi Loew anniversary as
well as the Path of Life publication
(a large, prestigious book pub-
lished in collaboration with the Academia publish-
ing house) by visiting our website.

STORIES OF INJUSTICE

Throughout November, the Jewish Museum
collaborated on the One World Month of Film in
Schools — Stories of Injustice project, which was
prepared by the People In Need organization.
Now in its fifth year, the focus of this year's project
was the Shoah. Documentaries by leading Czech
filmmakers followed by Q+As with Shoah
survivors, historians and museum staff were
shown at more than 800 schools throughout the
Czech Republic.

THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS OF THE JEWISH
MUSEUM IN PRAGUE

Founded in October, the Jewish Museum’s
Society of Friends aims to help preserve and to
provide the broadest possible access to the
uniqgue monuments of Prague’s Jewish Town.
Members of the society learn about the richness of
Jewish history, the attraction of Jewish traditions
and the uniqueness of Jewish art. Membership
brings with it invitations to special cultural and
social gatherings, as well as the opportunity
to meet interesting people, establish new contacts
and make new friends.

Members have unlimited free access to the
permanent exhibitions of one of the largest Jewish
museums in the world and to the temporary
exhibitions at the Robert Guttmann Gallery. They
can also aftend, free of charge, the evening
events at the Jewish Museum’s Education and
Culture Centre and receive free tickets to concerts
at the Spanish Synagogue, among other benefits.
A higher membership category provides the
opportunity to visit the Jewish Museum’s deposi-
tories which are closed to the public and to meet
major artists and personages that support the
museum. You can register with the Society of
Friends by visiting our website www.jewishmu-
seum.cz/en/aspolecnost.htm.



ohraniCena teritoridiné, ale zékazy, které se na
tzemi Ceskoslovenska zagaly uplatfiovat v dobé
protektoratu a které postupné vic a vic omezovaly
Zivot Zidovského obyvatelstva. Dilna se u pedago-
gl setkala s velkym Uspéchem.

Arje slavi Chanuku

Prosincova nedélni dilna ve Vzdélavacim a
kulturnim centru v Praze byla nadmiru UspéSna:
Oslavy svatku Chanuka s Ivickem Arjem se
z(Castnilo téméF padesat navstévnikd. Déti se od
Arjeho dozvédély, pro¢ ma chanukovy svicen osm
ramen, kdo jsou Makabejci a pro¢ se o Chanuce ji
koblizky a bramboraky.

Prosincova nedéIni dilna v prazském Vzdélavacim a kultur-
nim centru.

The Education and Culture Centre’s Sunday Workshop
in December.

Kfizova chodba Nové radnice v Brné ozila
Zidovskou tematikou

Od 5. do 17. listopadu se v Kfizové chodbé
Nové radnice v Brné konaly dvé soub&zné vysta-
vy: Michal Hajnal - priifez tvorbou a Zidovska
obec v Brné. Pro Sirokou vefejnost je spole¢né
usporadaly brnénska pobocka
Vzdélavaciho a kulturniho centra a
Zidovska obec Brno. Zadtitu pe-
vzal brnénsky primator Roman
Onderka.

MEZINARODNI SYMPOZIUM
V TREBICI

Ve dnech 6.-8. fijna probéhlo
v Muzeu Vysoéiny Trebi¢ sympo-
zium Jedinec a obec. Zidé v Ce-
chdch, na Moravé a ve Slezsku
1520-1848. Pod z&stitou velvy-
slankyné Rakouské republiky
v Ceské republice Dr. Margot
Klestil-Loffler a velvyslance Spol-
kové republiky Némecko v CR
Helmuta Elfenkdmpera sympozi-

NEWS FROM THE EDUCATION AND CULTURE
CENTRE
New workshop Ghetto Without Walls

At the end of November, the Terezin
Memorial hosted an international seminar for
teachers, at which Zuzana Tlaskova and Mirosla-
va Ludvikova from the Education and Culture
Centre presented a new workshop on the Shoah,
entitled Ghetto Without Walls. In Nazi Germany,
the so-called ‘ghettos without walls” were based
on the medieval notion of the ghetto. They were
bounded not by territory but by prohibitions, which
gradually came into force in Nazi-occupied
Czechoslovakia and which increasingly restricted
the life of the Jewish population. The workshop
met with great success among teachers.

Mezinarodni seminaf v Tereziné.
International seminar in Terezin.

Aryeh celebrates Hanukkah

The Education and Culture Centre’s Sunday
Workshop in December was a huge success. The
Hanukkah celebrations with Aryeh the lion cub
were attended by about fifty visitors. Children
found out from Aryeh why the Hanukkah lamp has
eight branches, who the Maccabees were and
why doughnuts and potato pancakes are eaten
during Hanukkah.

Vystava Michala Hajnala v Brné.

um pfipravily SpoleCnost pro déjiny  Michal Hajnal exhibition in Brno.

7idti v Ceské republice a Institut fiir

judische Geschichte Osterreichs z Rakouska.
Zidovské muzeum na seminafi spolupracovalo.
Podrobnd zprava o jednani véetné prehledu pred-
nasejicich bude zvefejnéna v Casopise Judaica
Bohemiae Cislo 44/2.

Brno’s New Town Hall Cloister enlivened by
Jewish topics

Two concurrent exhibitions were on view at
Brno’s New Town Hall Cloister between 5 and 17
November: Michal Hajnal — Cross-section of Work



SVETLO POROZUMENI

Dne 4. listopadu se jiz poctvrté konal soubéz-
né ve Spanélské synagoze a v kostele svatého
Ducha koncert Svétlo porozumeéni. Pod z&stitou
primatora hl. mésta Prahy Pavla Béma jej uspo-
fadala prazska konzervativni kongregace Bejt
Praha za podpory Zidovského muzea v Praze,
kostela svatého Ducha a Federace Zidovskych
obci v Ceské republice. Ucinkovali predni cesti
i zahranicni interpreti Jifi Stivin, Varhan Orches-
trovi¢ Bauer, Ridina Ahmedovd, Petra Emyei,
Swetja, Radek Krampl, Stano Palich a Fanya
Berger. Koncert moderoval Peter Gyori. Spanél-
sk& synagoga a kostel svatého Ducha stoji
v bezprostfednim sousedstvi na prazském Starém
Mésté. Koncert v téchto svatostancich dvou nej-
vétsich evropskych monoteistickych nabozen-
stvi, kterd v pribéhu déjin ¢asto stanula v kon-
fliktu, chce dnes prostfednictvim uméni pfispét
k odstranéni kulturnich, etnickych i nabozenskych
bariér.

Koncert Svétlo porozuméni ve Spanélské synagoze.
Light of Understanding concert at the Spanish Synagogue.

KUFRY Z OSVETIMI

V listopadu 2009 vySel v patecni pfiloze
Hospodarskych novin ¢lanek, ktery i s pomoci
Oddgleni pro d&jiny 3oa Zidovského muzea
pomohl osvétlit Zivotni pfibéh Grety Némcove.
V expozici muzea koncentraéniho tabora
v Osvétimi je vystaveno pfes dva tisice kufrdi.
Nékolik nese jména Ceskych obéti, po jejichz
osudech zacal patrat redaktor Hospodarskych
novin Leo$ Kysa v Zidovském muzeu, Narodnim
ze z Ceskych majiteld kufr( jako jedind Osvétim
prezila ,Nemec Grete".

Greta Némcové se narodila v Praze v roce
1910 v rodiné Uspésného zidovského podnikatele
Oskara Birna, studovala jazyky a cestovala po
Evropé. V roce 1933 se provdala za Cecha, Gget-
niho Vaclava Némce, a v roce 1938 se ji narodila
deera Eva. Po némecké okupaci Ceskoslovenska
se manzelé Némcovi domluvili na rozvodu, aby
uchranili zivot své dcery. Gretina matka odjela
v roce 1942 transportem do Treblinky, bratr o rok
pozdéji do Osvétimi. Greta se z nezndmého dlvo-
du v roce 1943 ocitla v Zidovské nemocnici a diky
tomu zistala v Praze o néco déle. 10. ledna 1944
uz ale také odjela transportem do Terezina a dale
do Osvétimi, odkud byla pfed koncem vélky eva-
kuovana do Mauthausenu. Zde se 5. kvétna 1945
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and The Jewish Community in Brno. Held under
the auspices of the Mayor of Brno, Roman
Onderka, they were prepared for the general pub-
lic by the Brno office of the Education and Culture
Centre and the Brno Jewish Community.

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM IN TREBIC

A symposium entitled The Individual and
Community. Jews in Bohemia, Moravia and
Silesia, 1520-1848 was held at the Museum
of Vyso€iny, Trebi€, on 6-8 October. Under the
auspices of Dr. Margot Klestil-Loffler, the Austrian
Ambassador to the Czech Republic, and Helmut
Elfenkdmper, the German Ambassador to the
Czech Republic, it was prepared by the Society for
the History of the Jews in the Czech Republic and
the Institut fir jidische Geschichte Osterreichs.
The Jewish Museum also contributed to the sym-
posium. A detailed report on the symposium and
an overview of the contributors will be published in
issue 44/2 of the Judaica Bohemiae journal.

LIGHT OF UNDERSTANDING

The fourth annual Light of Understanding
concert took place concurrently at the Spanish
Synagogue and the Holy Spirit Church on
4 November. Held under the auspices of the
Mayor of Prague Pavel Bém, it was organized by
the Prague-based Conservative Jewish congrega-
tion Bejt Praha with the support of the Jewish
Museum, the Holy Spirit Church and the
Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech
Republic. The concert was presented by Peter
Gyori and featured leading performers from the
Czech Republic and abroad - Jifi Stivin, Varhan
Orchestrovi¢ Bauer, Ridina Ahmedovd, Petra
Ernyei, Swetja, Radek Krampl, Stano Paldch and
Fanya Berger. The Spanish Synagogue and the
Holy Spirit Church are located in the immediate
vicinity of Prague’s Old Town. By holding a joint
concert in these places of worship for the two
largest European monotheistic religions which
have often been in conflict in the course of histo-
ry, the aim is to contribute through art to removing
cultural, ethnic and religious barriers.

SUITCASES FROM AUSCHWITZ

In November 2009 a Friday supplement of the
Hospodarské noviny newspaper carried an article
which, with the help of the Jewish Museum’s



Kufr Grety Némcové, ktery je vystaveny v osvétimském muzeu.
(Repro Vikend Hospodarskych novin.)

Greta Némcova’s suitcase, which is on view at the Auschwitz Museum.
(Vikend Hospodarskych novin reproduction.)

dockala osvobozeni americkou armadou. Po na-
vratu do vlasti se Greta shledala se svou dcerou
i s manZelem, o svém Zivoté v koncentraénich
taborech jim v3ak témér nevypravéla. Greta prezi-
la svou dceru, kterd zemfela v mladém véku pfi
autohavarii, i svého manzela. Vychovala sva dvé
vnoucata a dozila se tfi pravnoudat. Zemrela
v roce 1994. Pravé vnucka Eva panu KySovi po-
skytla fadu cennych informaci, které pomohly cely
pfibéh rekonstruovat.

VYZNAMNE NAVSTEVY
Rijen

Nili Priel, manzelka izraelského ministra obra-
ny Ehuda Baraka (druhd zprava), s Ellen Levy,
manzelkou izraelského velvyslance v Ceské re-
publice (uprostfed), a se zastupci ¢eské Zidovské
komunity ve Staronové synagoze.

Listopad

Mistopfedsedkyné Spolkového snému Spol-
kové republiky Némecko Petra Pau u nahrobku
rabiho Léwa na Starém Zidovském hibitové.

Britsky herec Michael York v Pinkasové sy-
nagoze.
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Shoah history department, helped
to elucidate the life story of Greta
Némcova. More than two thousand
suitcases are on view at the
Auschwitz Museum. Several of
these suitcases bear the names of
Czech victims. Leo$ Ky$a, an editor
at Hospodarské noviny, contacted
the Jewish Museum, the National
Archives and the Terezin Initiative
Institute to research the fate of the
Czech owners of these suitcases
and discovered that Greta Ném-
cové (‘Nemec Grete’) was the only
one to survive Auschwitz.

Greta Némcova was born in
Prague in 1910, the daughter of a
successful Jewish businessman,
Oskar Birn. She studied foreign languages,
travelled throughout Europe, married a Czech
accountant, Véclav Némec, in 1933 and had
a daughter, Eva, in 1938. After the German occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia, they agreed to divorce
in order to save their daughter's life. Greta’s
mother was deported to Treblinka in 1942 and her
brother was sent to Auschwitz a year later. Greta
was able to stay in Prague a bit longer as she was
staying, for unknown reasons, in a Jewish hospital
in 1943. On 10 January 1944, however, she was
deported to Terezin and then to Auschwitz, from
where she was evacuated to Mauthausen before
the end of the war. She was liberated by the US
army there on 5 May 1945. Greta was reunited
with her daughter and husband after returning
home, but hardly ever talked about her life in
concentration camps. Greta outlived her husband
and her daughter, who died in a car accident at an
early age. She brought up her two grandchildren
and had three great-grandchildren. She died in
1994. Her granddaughter Eva provided Mr Ky3a
with a wealth of valuable information that made
it possible to put together the whole story.

PROMINENT VISITS
October

Nili Priel, wife of Israeli defence minister Ehud
Barak (second from the right), with Ellen Levy, the
wife of the Israeli Ambassador to the Czech
Republic (in the middle) and representatives
of the Czech Jewish community in the Old-New
Synagogue.

November

Vice-President of the German Bundestag,
Petra Pau, at Rabbi Loew’s grave in the Old
Jewish Cemetery.

e British actor Michael York in the Pinkas
Synagogue.
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